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IMPATIENT to protest against doctrines 
which I only met with a fortnight since in Mr. 
Hughes's " Appeal'' and " War in Greece," 
I have hastened to the goal without prancing 
about in periods ; anxious to write fast rather 
than well, and to procure justice for the cause, 
not celebrity for the advocate of Greece. I 
have no time for an operation of such length 
as shortening my statement, or even for soften- 
ing down what may offend those, who have 
been just confirmed in making religion an 
engine of persecution, by seeing tlie Catholic 
peers again exiled from their birthright, be- 
cause they wiU not purchase the boon of justice 
by apostady. If I have alluded to sconcing 
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those short commons of spiritual food, or, (since 
God sends meat ********) of spiritual 
cooks, on which the Irish episcopalians con- 
trive to keep their souls alive ; or have fancied 
the spoUation worse than the conversion of 
heretics, and an overfed hierarchy as bad as a 
sanitary inquisition ; or have neglected to forget, 
that of the fugitive priests whom England cha- 
ritably fed, some had been prelates wealthier and 
mightier than even " the primate of all Ireland;" 
I hope that these interwoven heresies will not 
prejudice the English jury against my clients. 
A man linked with no party, and privileged by 
insignificance to vacillate, may outgrow such 
morbid sentiments, but I am too new to iau- 
thorship to have yet learned to hide them. An 
Ekiglishman, and a protestant, may surely blame 
a system which disgraces England, and almost 
desecrates Christianity, without denying the 
worth of many individual Irish clergymen, or 
assailing the English church, whose debtor arid 
creditor accompt to the public good shows a 
balance in its favour; and which clinging to 
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the fabric of the state, and growing out of 
the foundations of property, cannot be roughly 
handled without shaking both. But there are 
alteratives, which might calm the inflammation 
of Ireland; and & reform, which would ,not 
amount to revolution. 

I have spoken contemptuously of Austria, 
for I had to consider her dealings vvith foreign- 
ers, which are usually tyrannical and mean; 
had I reviewed her domestic policy, I should 
have said, that exacting from her subjects a 
more than filial obedience, she treats them with 
almost parental mildness ; and that her system of 
suffocating intellect as an enemy, and treating 
men like children, may suit a population better 
fed than taught, though it irritates those restless 
and sensitive Italians, who are suffering so se- 
verely for the crime of not being a homoge- 
neous impenetrable mass. 

I should have been more diffident in passing 
judgments, if I had originally meant to prefix 
to these pages a name, which forms their sole 
chance of attracting attention. 
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If any critical Ibis, whose beak checks the 
plague of literary serpents, should pierce this 
minute ephemeral production, though I may 
shrink from that sensitiveness, which the earUest 
and deepest trials of sensibiUty cannot raise us 
qtdte above, I shall never repent trying to re- 
deem the character of England, and to promote 
the interests of Greece. 



PortugcU'Streetj 
August 3, 1822, 
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W HEN I heard that a writer of some eminence 
had taken up the cause of the Greeks, and that an 
animated and eloquent Pamphlet had appeared 
from the pen of .Mr. Hughes, I fondly thought that 
their case was at length fairly laid before the English 
nation. 

Having read Mr. Hughes's appeal, I feel dissatis- 
fied with pleadings so impassioned and partial, and 
regret that his name should confirm, and his lan- 
guage embellish, the prevailing error, that the pre- 
sent struggle is an attempt to drive the Turks out of 
Europe. Mr. Hughes not only assumes this, but he 
assumes, that it is an easy and desirable opera* 
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tion. He should consider what it is to expatriate 
millions of our fellow-creatures, with women and 
children, who, though innocent of all guilt, must 
be involved in the general sentence ? He shpijild 
remember that the scenes, i^hich he has so elo- 
quently described, occur only where the two po- 
pulations are interwoven ; that Rumelia is inhabited 
chiefly by Turks, and that *• the Aga* or Turkish 
country gSntleman, " is not every where a faithful 
original of '* The Saracen's Head^'' for which he 
has made him sit? but that in the. paroxysms of nar 
tional anarchy, the innocent and helpless suffer^ 
while the able and ferocious, fatten on the spoil. 
For^ even in the French^ Revolution, when men are 
generally allowed to have approached nearer to the 
nature of daemons, thim at any pther period in the 
history of the, worlds it- was the guilt of a portaon 
only which involved the mass of the nation in sudi 
misery* 

tie should reflect, that it is nonsuch easy task to 
jpoot up an enormous population, and re-plant it in 
another quarter of the world; and tli^t his colossus 
of elay could scarc^y be lifted up by Minerva, and 
quietly set down in AnadoU. And if it cannot 
be done quietly, how will he eflect it ? Would 

* Vide Lord Byrot. 



he hare th^ horrors of Navarin, ^ripolizza, and 
Yanina a tkomaTii fold multiplied ? For the war* 
fare of two armed populations is far more dreadful 
than the regulated destruction of stipendiary 
armies ; and the soldier, who is paid to kill his 
fellow-creaturesi, at twelve kreutzers, or at thirteen 
pence a day, is the Ittut terrible of belligerent 
afiiimals. 

But Mr. Hughes not only approves of this sweep* 
iog elaiise, this vast cathartic for a diseased country ; 
he holds that all European nations, and we in 
particular^ are bound to assist in admiiiistering 
the dose : '' I do not hesitate io flifirm, that the 
atrocities committed by the Infidek agatinst their 
Christian subjects, ought to put them under the 
bttt of the European oonfederatioQ/' The Allied 
Powers, during the worst scenes c^ tlie Fiench 
iteTofaition, nesreir pretended to drive the French 
out of Ffiince, because their crimes put them 
under the ban of Europe ; the tendeney of their 
doctrines wiA condikct to reviolutionize o^er govern- 
ments, was the pretext for war ; and, until this 
result was apprehended, they were suffered to 
indulge their propensity to noyades and fusillades, 
and to enjoy their mechanical discoveries of Ih^ 
guillotine and the soupape in all peace and quiet- 
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ness. Is Mr. Hughes then prepared to say, thai 
the enormities of the Turkish Government will 
augment the disaffection of Ireland? 

Suppose the Mufti, (or Mahometan " Primate 
of all Turkey") had, in 1649, declared by a 
fetfah» that the cruelties which the British con- 
querors, under their chief Cromwell, were com- 
mitting on the Irish*, put them under the ban 
of all Islamism, and that Mahomet the IVth (1) 
tJien as powerful as George the IVth is noiD, 
ought to send a fleet of Caravels and an army of 
Janizzaries, not merely to assist in obtaining for 
the Irish what has been subsequently granted 
them, but to drive the savage Normans, who, six 
centuries before, had occupied the Saxon kingdom 
of England, back into Normandy — How would 
Mr. Hughes, if writing the history of that period, 
speak of that Mufti's fet&h ? and does he not fear 
lest some future Columbian Gibbon should say of 
his pamphlet and proposal : ** of the Greeks foolish- 
ness," or, if Syntax be an author then read, 

" Eloquentiae satis, sapientiae parum V* 
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He entered the city of Drogheda by storm, and indiscriminately 
butcher'd men, women, and children ; so that only one escaped the 
dreadful carnage to give an account of the tragic scene.'* 

Goldsmith, vol. iv. p. 322. 



There is no reasoning so fair as argumentum ad 
nationem, no rule so infallible as, '' Do as you would 
be done by." 

Mr. Hughes says, with a generous ardour, which 
must not blind us to the fallacy of his logic: 
" Away, then, with flimsy, Jesuitical pretexts. What 
'' Christian nation can, what nation would, plead 
** an alliance offensive or defensive with the Sultan? 
" It is sufficiently disgraceful to have formed any tie 
** or convention with tyrants nurtured in ignorance 
^ and hostility to our faith, slaves to eunuchs and 
other vile ministers of a seraglio, who commit 
open outrages and insults upon the very am- 
bassadors of European states.'' The " flimsy jesu- 
*\ itical pretext" which we should really guard 
against, is that famous sophism, ^^ Fides cum here- 
tkis non est servanda;'* a doctrine which will hardly 
be recognised now, though it might alleviate 
our financial distress, by settling at once the 
claims of the Jewish stockholders. Of all the 
odd eharges which are every day brought against 
ministers, this is the strangest. It seems that 
they have been guilty of making treaties of com- 
merce with people of a different religion from 
ourselves ; that they have aggravated this first fault 
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By observing them; and that they can now 
atone for such multiplied guilt only by breaking 
them. 

With regard to the next charge i^inst the 
Turks, I cannot see what we have to do with the qua- 
lifications or disqualifications which they think ne<» 
cessary in a cabinet minister, any more than they 
have with our tests and oaths of supremacy ; though, 
when we thus learn, that the virtue of a Turkish 
Chancellor of the Exchequer is owing to necessity 
rather than choice, we may recall with augmented 
pride the metnory of an immaculate minister. (3.) 

For the last charge^ the great errdr of Turk- 
ish policy has been prostituting ' the immuni- ' 
ties of ah ambassador, aiid letting every insigni-' 
ficant consular agent, Greek or Frank, not only 
defy the laws of the whole Ottoman empire, but 
privilege any number of it& subjects. 

I cannot think that Mr* Hughes is aware of the 
unavoidable deduction from what he has written in 
the enthusiasin of the moment ; or that, as an English 
politician and a Protestant divine, he is prepared 
to ptonounce all treatiei^ with Mahometan poten- 
tates void. Would he send off circulars from the 
r^^reigti Office to retail our agents in Persia, Africa, 



md In^ ancl orders from, the 4<lnii'al<^y ^ ^^^ 
ships at Portsmouth against all kings '' nurtured ijfL. 
ignorance and hostility to our faith V Would he copy 
the vej:y words of his prayer hook into the letti^fs 
of mi^rque, aq^l decr^^e lawful prize agf^ioat .alf 
" Jews, Tjurks; Hera^c^^ and In^dj^l^/' whom he 
seen^s mqre disposed to exterminate t))aa tp pray for,? 

I like the old English jH-overhs, " fa^r pUy i«r* 

jewel,*' apd " gi^e the devil his due/' I .wawl^ 

not witlibold it eve^ from a Turk, md tl^erefore 
J thifjk Ur, Hpghes's way of iwfertiog trajjt^. <^ 

jodividual ferocity iiil cqtleulftted |o give tl^ ISqh^- 
li^ publie »f Mf ^iew; of the c^e. ^ ][t is a ofode^of 
appeal eqwp^lly w^lahje apd ^ually iM9onclusiyp 
on lf(4}k sides. I oj^^ct to a, »ejktewo of outlawry 
against the Tu^rks, on account of the destruction of 
Joj^nnii^, as niuch as I ^uld to one agiunst %hp 
Giieeks for ^e ^eene^^ of l^ripoli^^ijza apd Nayari)^ I 
am more an»o\^ ib^ soften the mi^d^ pf oiy eountry^ 
men towards the Greeks, than tp inflaiine the^ 
against the Turks. Mr. Hughes's pamphleit daep 
him ^reat honour as a writer, h^t he do^s »ot waat 
it, for he has already merited and obtained a higj^ 

literary reputation : it will do great harm to the 
Gree^ eause, .which has hee^ .^u^Qiently injured ipi 
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thfe counti*y by the misrepresentations of its adYo- 

cates. 

This wildscheme^ of at once driving the Turks from 
Europe, had been before inculcated with equal yehe- 
mence by the author of " War in Greece," a work of 
whose technical merits I am not qualified to speak, 
but whose spirited and vigorous language is no less 
calculated to mislead, than Mr. Hughes's beautiful 
and finished periods ; for, it is no small aggravation 
of the mischievous tendency of these two addressei^, 
that they are both in their several ways remarkably 
well written. This author is more decisive than 
Mn Hughes in his sentiments. He says : ** The 
European cabinets have however a simple and 
just course to steer, it is mA cm^oirA arid equcd 
forces, to drwe the Turks out of Europe ; giving to^ 
Greece a sovereign and a constitution, and then 
ttacuating the country.'* Simple enough! though I 
apprehend that the country will have been sufB^ 
ciently evacuated by the effects of the first part 
of this remedy. Without saying a word about 
the paramount duty of sovereigns towards their own 
subjects, and considering only the practicability of 
the proposed measure, I am surprised that such dis- 
interested destruction of the Turks should be 
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contemplated \^y an author, whose opinion of the 
necessary selfishness of all governments is so 
BiTotkg, that he says, only a few pages be|bre i 
*' Had not the loss of three hundred thousand of 
the best French troops taught England that she 
could not play the same game, the crowns of Spain 
and Portugal would probably have been added to 
that of Great Britain^ under as plausible pretexts 
as are used in the appropriation of the territories 
of Indian legitimate sovereigns. I do not find fault 
with the practice, I only meim to. say that such are 
the principles on which nations generally: act." I 
am sorry that any Engliahimm* should think hk gor 
Temment so wicked, his countrymen so fdoUah, or his 
sovereign so unlimited, as to give a moment^js plau^ 
sibility to such a wild notion ; but I am glad that 
he has administered this previous corrective to his 
new medicine of a constitution which Fc^eigneis 
are to prescribe. How efficacious soever this 
fashionable specific for all naticmal disorders may 
be, the best ingredients in a constitution will be 
Inoperative, unless it is the choice of the people 
upon whom it must act. While constitutions, like 
plants^ thrive or wither according to the scifte 
and soil into which they are transplanted, su^ 
experimental gardening must be both unsafe and 
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uneertoin ; mA eark of Sparta and Thebei, MhA 
OQUQty meraben for Messenia rad Argolisi pugbt 
he gmfted on Greeee, wiUiout producing the Eiig* 
liih fruilage of liberty^ 

I fear, Dtothing resembling a cruMde will Stt0cee4 
ill this age, when ridicule easures failure, aad when 
Peter the Heraik would be elasited wiUi our radical 
and methodistieal mouhtebanks, or be po^stbljr 
set. in the stocks. Adyentuie, onee clothed in 
drager, and linked wi(b Bkiterpriae^ and courted 
fay gallant spiiitB, eoimte among her kuighto ^wlm^i 
only the couriers of Rothwhild or Baring; aiHl 
IMP that Commerce biMttrts no more the lomance 
and gillantry of war, and war^ led with loaas^ it 
cotidueted by all the rules of arithaietic, ^0 m^t 
gioricms successes of the Gre^s would ittatCf 
consols fluctuate more than sympathies* Kay; 
dMi^ the crusades of old, by btmiskiog and im<^ 
poverisfaiiigboth kiags mid nobles, raised the peop)^^ 
ami «owed the seeds of freedfWt ihiv)agho«t Uu^ 
liope^ promoted trade, aia^mented 'knowledge, coq^ 
ttilrated to stake one &m\f of mmy natiom, and^ 
Ifte &e stody of ^kbymy* pfoduoed a host of un«- 
soiightand unexpeetod* advantages^ yet liiis caLour 
laiiag getiemttion <eaii scarce pardon |;heir wild ro<- 
manee. Ida not wremume to Uame the niaateenth 



11 

x:emtury ; for^ though virtue m^st in gtn^fiA be cdq«: 
fined to domestic life, and the esasteoea of natknui 
be checquejred with wars and massacres, tiiere: it'r 
perhaps, just now rather less national fiilly a&d^ 
guilt in the world tfaaa usual. 

I regret that the author of " War in :Greece*% 
should hajre suggested yming Napoleon as a mfo^: 
reign for the Greeks. The mere idea is caU. 
colated to dan^ the benevolence of the EngliA/ 
imblie towards diem ; and the realization of it 
would probably es^ite the jealousy of £urope» «ad: 
inTolve.them in future wars. 

Tbe only reawafor young. Napc^eon'a being so 
frequently recommended to insufgtet natkm8» who. 
are supposed to be lookii^ out iof a sovereign, is- 
the assumed probability of hi^ res^nibling his^ 
&ther; but it is a strange infatuatiptpt to de^iro- 
a^in the inOiction of a conqueiror; a seeond editioiii: 
of one^ who sinned more in leaving indone m mugk 
practicable good, tliaii ev^i m ei^tfng ^miMb^ 
positive >evil. Jkurope had had quite enough of the: 
Buonaparte breed, whether. Qcwstderedaa (a dynasty 
of usurpers^ a gaagr of {dimderera, or n dub of 
upstarts ; and I hope the cant about ffiuuig tlie 
fallen, and '' de mortuis nil nisi bonum/' viU: 
never lestel the immoveable. bottBdariea, of nfjkk 
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and wrong, shield a chamcter which is histo- 
rical property as a warning rather than a model, 
or make us more indulgent to a tyrant on ac- 
count . of his extraordinary talents, than to a 
tiger in favour of his enormous teeth. The choice 
of young Napoleon, as the sovereign of Greece, is 
as little contemplated by the Greeks, and altogether 
as improbable as it is undesirable. France will 
continue to waste her diplomatick address in vain 
endeavours to procure him the ecclesiastical tonsure, 
and the Emperor of Austria will keep him, through 
justifiable fear of so powerful a neighbour, as a 
hand-grenade which he may throw at will among 
her restless and divided population. 

When these ravings, about turning the Tuii:s 
out of Europe, furnished a silly newspaper with 
a great part of the nonsense it kneads, up for 
the daily consumption of the public, and while 
the Greek cause (3.) was only made a scQop for 
spattering printer's ink over a rival ; even this, to 
one who really wished the Greeks to succeed in 
their reasonable attempt, was sufficiently provoking. 
When such hallucinations found their way into 
the House of Commons, which, whether or not, as 
some say, it has ceased to pacify the people, and 
make them believe they tax themselves, is at least 



a speaking trumpet, through which the most insig- 
nificant proser may make himself heard over the 
whole world — when the advocates of Greece played 
into the hands of men, whose long possession of 
power has soothed them into an official temper, and 
sharpened them into an official tact, which baffles 
the superior speaking but captious and exi^era* 
ted tone of their opponents, of men, whose regi- 
mented and salaried mass opposes an unyielding 
column to the guerilla attacks of unpaid and often 
unarmed volunteers — it was still worse. 

But now, that this mischievous nonsense is brought 
forward with the influence of Mr. Hughes's name 
as a traveller, and the seduction of his language 
as a writer; while the Greeks as yet are only 
misrepresented and not represented in England, 
I beg to protest against the doctrine before it 
spreads, and to disown, in the name of the Greeks, 
projects which are as deserving of reprobation, as 
•they are liable to ridicule. 

Little intending ever to venture on the stormy 
sea of printers' ink, I had still less idea that I 
should wield a pen for Greece, and thus : 

" Presume to lay my hand upon the ark 
*' Of her magnificent and awful cause.*^ 
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But all our mighty <mcis are isilent ; scarce a tpngiu^, 
or a pen is moved, little is said, and that little 
ill calculated to conciliate public opinion. I shall 
be satisfied if this eflbrt of an unknown and un- 
fledged writer stings any older and abler hebd into 
a sense of shame &r leaving such a cause to be 
defended. by such puny haitds^ 

I trast we do not boast in vain a Lansdown, 
a Grey, a Holland, a Brougham,, a Mackintosh, and 
a Tiemey ; men who halve ever been ready to 
advocate the • cause of si:drerers, without that nice 
and jealous inyesiigation into their quantum of 
desert, which ultimately hardens every heart, and 
ia.bnt an excuse for selfishness. I am award they 
can hot little influenoe the measures of Go- 
vernment ; for, like every moderate party, they are as 
weak as rei^ctable, in a country divided betweea 
Toiies and Reformers, between those vi^o would 
support things, as Uiey are at any rate, and diose 
who would change them at every risk. But it is the 
apathy of the people, not the conduct of the 
ministry, that I blame ; if the Opposition cannot 
direct that taxing and funding piece of mechanism 
which we call Government, it may inform and 
rouse the English public ; for the House of Commons 
still retains what it has not yet deserved to 
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tatieit, gre#t u)|iueMe over the o|>mioii3 4^f this 
aatioiu Though Paxliameatmiiy be .^iiore influenced 
\fy tlma. ia|kienciiig: the ^existing ministry, that 
Uttle obloi^ room, utilized as it is by the blessed 
nccident of its giJlery and the illegal toleration of 
it's occupiers* is the ^iiawium of the uuiveise, and 
the head-quarters of opinion. If it is a safety 
i^alve trough which national discontent escapes, 
and which has not . yet been choked by' all th^ 
smoke and vapour perpetually rolling tfarougU it, 
ijt is, like Jupiter's barrel, a receptacle for the peti- 
tions of the whole woirld ; . it is the tribunal of final 
cesort for nations,! the sanctuary of thought, the 
asylum of the persecuted,^ where the armed tsaxi^ 
quillizers of dsscontented states cannot penetrate, 
and whece the mases of diplomacy cease at length 
to shield th^e oppressor, or tire down the oj^ressed. 
Wm they not wield a weapon^ which half acen^ 

tury's tnajoiities haTe not deprived them of ? 

It is by thus advocatii]^ with indiscriminate 
generosity the cause of all who suffered, that they 
have often extorted. the applause even of those 
to whom they appeared, captiously, and almost 
factiously, to embarrass a Government whi<^ 
tiliey could not guide. But public opinion has not 
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yet Mruck the balance in their favour, and there 
never was a happier occasion for adding another 
item to their accompt, than is here presented by a 
cause which, like the abolition of African slavery, 
need not incur the imputation of party-feeling 6r 
interest, but might be advocated ^ on the purest 
grounds of universal philanthropy. 

When a subscription for.the.relief of the Greeks, 
(a fair criterion of the interest which they had ex- 
cited), was proposed last Christmas, the idea was. 
received not only with, indifference but ridicule, 
and. public opinion does not seetn materially to 
have warm'd or softened towards them since. 
This appears difficult to account for; as their 
cause is at least interesting, and might have at* 
tracted attention if it did not command applause. 
Many, especially our French neighbours, think 
we. are ^ no longer, alive to;pity,! nor enthusiastic 
for freedom; yet 250,000/. bestowed on the Irish 
may prove that we can feel: as warmly as when we 
poured the stream of charity from the Tagus to the 
Mosqua, and the general anxiety to add even 
further security to the edifice of British freedom; 
shows that we are no less attached to the cause of 
liberty than our fathers were I think that this 
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iq^alhy, whieh disgraces us in the eyes of fb*^ 
reigrocs, proeeeds rather from the following pix 
causes 2 — 

1st, A bad opinion of die Greeks* 

2d, The langua^ of their partisans. 

3d, Anenoneousviewofthe interestofEngland,aad 

401, Of that of Turkey. 

dth, A misconception oftheobj^tsof the Greeks. 

6tb, A confusion of their cause widi that of the 
Traasdanubian Principalities. 

I shall endeavour in this hasty address to reminre 
the prejiidloe whidi these six CBuses have com- 
bined to eseite. 

:&igland cannot afibfd Greec<( this active assiist- 
a«ee of her arms, but her a^MDobatioii or faiame aie 
no slight weights to throw into the sevda ; this 
nation has long been the Areopagus of mankind, 
and the eareer of ISmf^bauaA, during the last quarter 
of a centuly , has raised jet higher bor ^-Heminuuice 
and h^s respaastbility ; for, without -disoasBing tbe 
odginal necessity of our great struggle, the number 
in whidh it was conducted, or ithe use which has 
been made 4d its results, fliose ottly^ who «se 
blifided by early prejudice, eor Irritated by unsac- 
cessfttl opposition, can deny that it Ims Mided to 
our nation^ consequence. Let us not now fot the 
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first time incur the heavy cbiurge of mi9l^m]ing thtc 
opinion of our species. Since taking up arms 
against the Greeks was as much out of the questicm 
as arming in their favour, \ we have already sided 
as actively as we could against them, by that 
sullen silence which,, in a nation enjoying and 
using a perfect immunity to speak and print, is 
tantamount to condemnation. The public i? bound 
at least to listen to a statement of their ease, be- 
fore it is irrevocably stamped, or rather branded, 
with .the stigma of our blame. Though my resi- 
dence in Ghpeece has added to the interest wbioh 
the euly studies of an Englishman create for all 
that bears her name, I am induced to advocate her 
cause moire from anxiety to remove this oblo<|ay 
firom England, than from. grief even at the sufferings 
of.Greece. 

I ^eM begin by examining how far our bmd 
opimm fjf tA^ Ghreeh is justified by what we know 
of their past and pnasent state ; for the newspapers, 
htstile to ^heir cause, contend that they do not 
deserve asaistaEice. This charge, divides itself 
iato two h«ads; 1st, Their churacter before (4) 
and Sdly, Their conduct since, the commencement 
of the straggle. 

When the ,pres<^nt ,revol«tioa broke ouW . tifte 
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Greeks had been for almost thrfeeceMiiries under 
a government, which^ though I am not prepared 
to call it the most cruel, is certainly the most 
pernicious that ever afflicted a people ; and they 
peculiarly exemplified the usual consequences 
of such a state. The national character, already 
debased under the Eastern empire and the subse- 
quent tyranny of Venice, sunk lower stilL The 
total insecurity erf property paralyzed industry' 
and enterprise ; While habitual tyranny produced 
deceit. The difficulty of printing confined litera- 
ture to a comparatively Ismail portion of the popu- 
lation ; and the Greeks were, upon the whole, as 
&r below their Western as they were above their 
Eastern neighbours. In England, however, we 
imder-rated them, from causes which threw no dis- 
credit on either them or us. Our acquaintance was 
principally founded on the reports of travellers, 
who, excluded from most parts of Europe, saw Aem 
in precisely the most unfavourable point of view; 
in their own country, either cowed or corrupted by 
their Turkish masters, grovelling ip the provinces, 
or caballing in the capital. Hiere were very few 
Greeks resident in England ; for, besides the diffi. 
culties thrown in their way by the Levant Company, 
they, like the Jews, preferred countries in which 
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there was little industry or enterprise to compMe 
with and contract their own. (5) 

Still I do not hesitate to assert^ that there were^ 
not indeed in Greece, where a Oreek could be nei- 
Hier rich, nor learned, nor otherwise eminent witk 
inkpunity, but of the Greek nation in Italy and 
Germany, more men of enterprise and informi^n, 
th&n there were in Portugal during any period of 
that romantic and persevering attachment, which 
induced Jojm Bull to keep her like; a little wordi- 
less mistress, and to sacrifice to her interest >the 
custom of 96>000,000 of Frenchmen; more than 
there were at (he precise moment when hid heart 
was softened, and his puf«e opened by the great 
Lisbon earthquake v tii^re than there were, when 
idinost yesterday he fought fiir ker^ before her i^ons 
had 1)een made good soldiers by Marshal Beres- 
ford^ or tolerable .citizens by their late revolution. 
There was, moreover^ this material diflference be- 
tween the two nations : there eidsted no apparent 
excuse for the degradation of Portugal ; she was 
protected by England) and unmolested by foreign- 
ers; she had the port of Liiibon for commerce, «nd 
the university of Coimbra for literature, and she 
did litHe in tmde, and less in letters ; she had 
priiittngi)resse$ on the r spot) and she neither pro- 
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daeed ^original woi^a af talent, aor tianslations of 
the slightest utility. The Gseeks, I^ng, before 
their present rewnrection, had shewn great com* 
medrcial eBterpri^; and an insatiate thirst for 
knowledge, under peculiar disadvantages; whUci 
they erpwded the universities of Geinvtny (6) and 
Italy,/ they i had established many primary schools 
throughout the whole of Greece, and had printed 
in foreign countries translations of most of tbo 
Ekiropean works of eminent utility. They had feiw 
tilized the plains of Hungary and the Crimea by 
their industry, and peopled the ei&panse of the 
Iievant with tilieir sails* Individuals of their nation 
filled, with honour to themselves and to their 
country, high military and diplomatick offices in the 
courts of France, Russia, and Austria, (7) and seve- 
rab Greek professors occupied chairs in Italy« (8) - 
' In^ Hydra, Spezzia, and Ipsara, where the 
Greeks enjoyed a precarious municipal inde- 
pendence, where they received no enco^raganent 
but oblivion, and owed their purchased impu*- 
nity of exertion, not to tiie beneyoience, but the 
combined avarice and indolence of the Sublime 
Porte, the mere temporary removal of the dead 
weight of despotism had enabled the elasticity of 
Greaiara industry and enterprise to rise from the 
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proBtration of ages. The^e barren rocks possessed 
nnmerous fleets and an extensive trade, wirile 
the continental defenceless city of Aivali wais 
lidomed by a coHege of three hundred sttidettts, 
and several magnificent hospitals; alazzaretto,the 
great deaid&ratwn in Turkey, with other worics of 
utility, was about to be built, when the present 
revolution broke out, and this city was burnt by 
the Turks, those of its 45,000 inhabitants, who 
escaped from slaughter, dispersing throughout 
Greece, where, unless relieved by the hand of 
foreign charity, they will probably sink under the 
more gradual process of famine. The three islands 
aire as yet mntouched^ and crowded with the rem- 
iifttit of those fugitive women and children, whom 
they at first received, (9) and with wb(»n they are 
sharing their last morsel, they still remain ex-* 
amplesof what the Greeks can be made, by a mo- 
mentary relaxation of Turkish tymnny. 

No whejre has an enslaved piess treated the 
Grecian cause with more injustice and contempt 
HkBXi at Vienna. Austria, wearied perhaps by the 
monotony of paralyzing states once inchistrious 
And powerfiil, palled with unresisted dei^ui^n, 
irecently indulged the whim of creating prosperity, 
md cboae the city of Trieste in Istria for the scene 
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^ sQHThAu^fian an experiment ; whtie, if this he 
an unavoidable evil to which s^e reli|c4antly mh^ 
mits in the more ccNaigenild putsuH of niinju^ 
^Qiiicte, she has at leas^^the cQQ8<^tion of koowiiig^ 
that her policy \h. jdebaaed by 1^ least pomUe 
alloy cf. good, sinoe the decay; of Veniee procaodfe 
far.qMre rapidly than the growth of Trie9te. New, 
in this favoured spot, the Greeks, these barhacoiia 
and reviled Greeks, are by far the most consfHcuaiiB 
merdiaate, (10) and mora than divide the m^rit of 
creating Trieste, diou^ they cannot di^ipute.vith 
Austria that of destroying Venice. I haT^ f^^ 
doubt that^ pr^ipus to the destructioja of '' the 
stfu^red band" of SOO youths, (II) on whop th^ 
futofe literary enunen^ of Greece mainly rested, 
«he. possessed, not on her soil, yet under her 
name, pwre intelligent and cultivated ,men than (18) 
are to be found on the whole area of Austrian's 
territories, from the Sered to the Inn, and from the 
£teve to the Vistula ; (\S) for I do not include her 
kingly provinces of Lombardy and Piedmont, Rome 
and Naples ; these she has not held long enough to 
quench entirely the glowing ashes of science and 
literature; besides, though she may curse them 
with the Austrian sway, she cannot Inland thaai 
the Aus1«an nam^. I shall scarcdiy be ac;^ 



e^e^ of hhmeable enthturiMW for Qteeee, niuoe 
I make the IHeratere of Greece, aind that of 
Atettia, the objects of a aeriot» comparison ; for 
tfie town of Cksnefa, scarcely laiger than Sknith- 
ampton^ hasalono produced ^more eminent writ«s 
ttt«n Hie whole Austrian hereditary domimons ; 
wkois^ prockctions ** en Jidt de grands hmmnetl'* 
hiirra* teen -confined to field^^marshals and chandler* 

I 

« 'If the Greeks were io respectable and (uospeiotist 
if idU be asked» why did they rebel ? The present 
Mtoltttien 4nay have beeft prdmature ; tbey woidd 
pethapB hM% acted more wi^ety, though less gal- 
laiitly.lf they had bowed their necks a little linger 
to tile yoko i but the occasion was tempting ; and, if 
Rttdsia t^pedAA the desertioi^ of 1773) we^ idiall be 
wn^ranted In suspecting her of having {mtctiaed 
lb^ same shameful seduction. Besides^ these 
fo«ir bright points of insulated prosperity^ only ag^ 
gtttvated by contrast the sitiFerings of the rest of 
Gleeeei, and threw over thai unhappy country jost 
%ht enough to make the general detoUMm^ '* daark^^ 
nt0s t4Mh.'* It was even uncertain ' whether the 
Turks had really pardonM industry end weidth^ 'dr 
whether they Were only siiflfering these early fruks 
of partial liberty to ripen 'thoreughly for ^^onfis*^ 
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cflll^tt; I am far trcm ^vXogizmg the Greeks ; tbey 
are a pea[de degraded and demoralized by a long 
course of misgvivemmetit ; but it is libelling human 
nature, : to sufipose any nation innately and in- 
cmably vicious, as much as it is outraging Imnian 
feeiing, to hold tiiose only worthy of eoDi|iastion, 
who deserve esteem. If the evil of dsgracbfjon 
lies upon tbem, the guilt of it rests with their 43p<- 
preesoffs. It is but poor sophistry, to cohvert^the 
oonseqaences of 4aufSning into diarges agaimt the 
snfibreir, or the results .of tyranny into an apology 
for Ae tyrant ;^ for it is a maodm no.lesaof .nnhnar- 
sal justice than of English law, that no num ig en-* 
titled to profit by hb own wrong« Besides, the 
aigument proves too much ; for, aeoording to suoh 
reasoners, the Turks should be bound by treaty to 
increase dieir tyranny and ,the consequent 4enio« 
ralization of their victims^ tenfold^ and there would 
then be ten times as much reason . for the Turks 
Gcmtinuing to torment, and the Greeks to sufibr. 
It is arguing in. a vicious circle^ to contend that 
nations aie not to be delivei^d from a bad govern- 
ihent, till they have shewn themselves Worthy of a 
better; 4t ensures immortality to oppression; fi>r 
the history of the world does not produce wot in^ 
stance of a people being .r^fiMrm^d by tyranny. 



I will not quorte tJm old io^tan'ces of republieMif 
imperial and papal Roine» or Greece herself while 
free, or when under the ^ucoe^siye tymnnies ^f 
BgrzanAine sophists, and Tartarian savages; but. I 
will appeal to what is before our eyes. Does ai^ 
reasoaaMe being, suppose, Uiat a man bofu in Gal^ 
wajr is necessarily more ferocious than if h^ had 
been bom in East Lothian? That God coeiUed one 
for a ciTiliaed, and the other for a barbarous, po- 
pulation, or that nid;ure is responsible for the dif*^ 
fereiioe fo^weea the two cimnties } Does aay cme 
iflaagiue, that Jf ^^we had. saddled ihe* Predb^yteiian 
papulatimi of SootlaQd with sudi a burtben of Pro- 
tenant episcopacy, as we inflicted upon the con- 
qoeisd If kh, they would be now all good humour 
and meekness ? That if the Scotch EjHscopalians 
had 8-lldis of tiie land, and 140th of the produce 
of the entire eoiuitiy, to keep them in surchbishops, 
bitAops, deans, &c, &c., the Scotch would be a 
contmted people? Iliat^ if the ministers of the 
Kkk of Scotland were, as a body, unpro?ided for, 
disowned, and almost proscribed, they would be 
deefdy smitten with the love of church and state ? 
Among liie many reasons given for doing nothing, 
or doing only nothings for Ireland, has any one 
ye.ti(U«gQd her ioCeriority in civilization? On the 
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eonttaiy, though 'Milan or Mantua are still thei^hi 
too barbarous to have deputies, Connamara, ti^esty 
years ago, obtained a virtual extension of the elec- 
tive 'franchise, by liiose leaseiiolds, which dms aiitl^ 
cipated the most obnoxious theories of refena* 

To. those who argue agaimt Greeoe frMi< wiiMt 
she is, and object to arguing for »her fioBi what 
she might be, I agaih say, look at Irehmd- and 
Scotiaiid, and tkere see how justly a govemment.ia 
responsible for the moral condttionof th^jieople^(l4t) 
filucce^ive sultans have eftcted in Greeoe what jt 
series of parliaments, by iSmt legislatorial oamqfio^ 
tence which can tax not only the unrepresented bat 
^e unborn, have done in Ireland (15); thqrhave 
gained a complete victory over natoire, though At 
struggled to resist the doom of misery vnA rebelli- 
ous productiveness of soil and climate. Think 
what Scotland wobld runo be, if we had made the 
almost hostile discrepancy of her chftirch di8ci>- 
pline, or her jttttachment to the houae of Stuart, an 
excu&e for governing her d ririandai»c; think what 
Ireland would now be, if we had availed ouaralves 
of the similarity between th<^ Roman Catholic aad 
the English hierarchies to extend a reid hspuoity, 
the equality of advantages, not merely the rolax- 
ation of penalties, io conscientious error ; and then 



}^ge whether Greece would be improred 1^ 
Kberfy^ 

But granting for a moment that the Greeks are 
kfedaimable — is compassion a sort of mental quick* 
silver to mark the mind*d graduated aeale of pniise 
aad bhone^ and muilt we have a freezing point for 
dur CM^passion? I do not call upon my country* 
men to relieve the Greeks, because they are unUe^ 
midhed palsriots, but because they are suffisring fet 
low-creatures. I am not going to invoke the shades 
of Solon and Socrates, but I think that those, who 
feel 80 deeply the beauty of a tragic chorus, may 
feel a little the misery of an expatriated, wandering, 
starring, slaughtered people ; that men; who havte 
devoted the fairest years of life to the dissectioiA of 
words because 2000 years ago they were spoken 
by Grecian lips, may give a moment's attention to 
Grecidn suffering ; that colleges, *which have spent 
hundreds in lexicons, may bestow a trifling nrite on 
men, women, and children, who, besides the inte- 
rest of speaking Greek, have that of writhiag under 
wounds and hunger. And shall I again be told 
<hat they have no claims upon us? They have 
many claims; we are men, and they are suffering; 
we are Christians, and they suffer from the enemies 
of our faith ; we are Englbhmen, and they suffer in 



the paiBuitof freedom. There are fliese, there are 
a thousand other reasons, why toe should ei&teod, 
and they recebfe^ relief, 

I COME now to a part of my sulj^ect from ^wludi 
I shrink ; The Conduct of the J^^aurgent Qreebi. 

God forbid that I should become the apologbt 
of sttdi enormities as haye disgraced tlie Gteeiim 
arms; If they had not oeeurred, I €^uM be naif 
imploring attention, not to their sufiferings, - but t0 
thtiir unshaded heroism. I shall not imitate tfaoee 
who asserted that a British army, a disdplined 
British army, would have done the same ; I shaH 
only contend that .the Greeks were stimulated by 
wrongs unprecedented in intensity' and duration ; 
that the mode of wwfare at first precluded all infiui- 
ente of ihe enlightened few oTer the brutal ontlti^ 
tttde ; that the cruelties which they infficted, hiorrid 
as they are, were not equal to those which thtiy 
endured; and, lastly, that they have made isome 
atonement for the irrevocable past by subsequent 
deeds of mercy (16); it is this alone which now m- 
duces me to advocate their cause. Six months since 
I would not have employed even this feeble pen in 
tbeir behalf, not even after the massacre at JScio 
had so depressed the ^scide of TuiiiLisSi guilt. 
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In. eonftidering Tie previeus Suffurmgs q/^ the 
Greeks^ I must confess that the tyranny of the Ttirk^ 
has been sometimes exaggerated by travellers; 
but are we therefore to treat it as ideal (17)1 I 
wish to draw attention rather to the extent of wof 
which the Greeks endured, than to the degree of 
MH^Tolence which animated the Turks ; and I am 
IfreparQd to fMhnit that much of this evil was the 
natural result of such a goyemment, was endured 
by Turks as well as Greeks, and originated in the 
supinenesB rather than the tyranny of the Sublime 
Porte. .But I conceive it would be difficult to esta^ 
blish a heavier charge against any government, than 
that it does nothing, and suffers a privileged class 
of its subjects to do every thing* 

I am far from making a pandaemonium of the 
Divan ; I do not even believe the Turks in general 
tQ be actively cruel, but their strict fatalism renders 
them singularly careless of human life ; and, if 
they rate low the existence of a Mussulman, they 
laste still lower that of a Rayah. Still the Greeks, 
who were in perpetual danger of having their 
houses or their heads taken from th&ai, found but 
little comfort in reflecting th^t the Turks were 
conscientious predes^isarians ; nor, when an almost 



invited plague v^mfBging a eity, were they sweh 
comforted by reflecting that the absence of all 
precaution which introduced it was a proof of 
the purest fatalism (18.) The geneial insecurity 
of piroperty applied to Tarks as well as Gi^eeka; 
hut the Turks, who seldom risked capital in im- 
provements, who were more often ^nploy^s Hmm 
proprietors, and of whom many were privileged by 
beiag enrolled in the army, sidfered co^ipaHMdifely 
little. 

It would be endless to explain the mutual rdap* 
tions of the Turks and Greeks, but some idea laay 
he formed from the fact that a Turk was never 
capitally punished for the murder of a Greek ; and 
that the Turks, who always go armed, did not 
suffer this impunity to be a brutum fidmea, but 
frequently shot Greeks on very slight provocatioEU. 
This gentleman-like nonchalance on the sulb^ct of 
Greek lives was imitated by the Government, and 
a bill, which beats the most sanguinary of our game- 
laws, has ere now been in the Divan '' read a first 
time/' (dumgh not ''.ordered to be printed,") &r 
** the effectual extirpation of the Greeks/' Many 
of the annoyances to which the Greeks were Bub* 
ject af^ar trivial, but they were grievous fimn 
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torture is said to be a succession of mere drops of 
water felling on the head. Among these Turkisli 
drops of water may be classed the prohibition of 
wearing a turban, or red slippers, or bright colours. 
Travellers ridicule the anxiety of the Greeks to 
escape these priyations, by purchase or ofl&ce; 
imt, to answer thc;n in their own tone, let us 
suppose a ease of analogy; that on the Con- 
quest the Saxons of England were for ever for* 
bidden oo pain of death to wear coats, and 
that to this day, the distinction of the two races 
having been carefully kept up, their descendants 
wi^ed about in short jackets. We at first qon« 
oeive that only a boy on his admission at a pub- 
lie school could pine after a fidling collar and 
skirts, and this infliction of jackets would $eem 
an Hiadequate reason for three quartern of tke 
inhabitants of England hating the other fiourth ; 
but if each jacket was an order '' payable at 
sigM to the bearer'' for cuffs and kidkB ad injmikm^ 
we should cease to wonder at die wearers Jbeing 
irritated. 

The language of the pariisafu of Qreece was cal- 
culated to cMifirm Che. idea, that compassion, for the 



Greete implied disapprobation - of our oMm goverft- 
meat; and that every man who put iii8 name on 
tha^list of subsqribeFs signed a species of remon- 
strimce to the English ministry. No inculpation 
ujK>n the English gOTernment is thus implied, not 
can by any just reasoning foe involred. Our govern- 
ment had done precisely whut, on similar occasions; 
it ought always to do. International law is neces- 
sarily a question; not of feeling, but of calculation. 
In assisting the Spanish Patriots ministers acted 
more from (speculation than enthusiasm ; they spent 
money to promote the interests of England, not 
merely to advance the happiness of Spain. Po- 
litical selfishness is an official virtue, and abso- 
lutely necessary in men who are responsible only 
for the happiness of their own country. 

When I look back on our twenty years' war- 
fare ; on the inveterate perseverance, with which 
the pilot, who not only weathered, but brewed the 
storm, forced fees of millions into the legal 
and regal hands of advocates almost reluctant to 
plead for " the Bourbons v. Buonaparte ;" when I 
consider how he bribed them to fight their own bat- 
tles, and how bravely they bore defeat, in hope^ that, 
on the cause being ordered for a second hearing, 
they would get fresh retainers ; I cannot complain 
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of our adherence to a strict and stern neutrality 
in the struggle which now desolates Turkey (19). 
While she is our ally, her insurgent subjects must 
be rebels, till success has stamped them patriots. 
But there was, last Christmas, a reason why even 
individuals ought not to have sided, though but by 
the expression of their feelings, with the Greeks. 

We were then endeavouring to mediate; and 
the partiality of avowed wishes might, by giving um- 
brage to the Divan, have weakened our influence. 
This mediation is at an end ; and there no longer 
exists a single Reason, moral, religious^ or politi- 
cal, why Englishmen should not pity and relieve 
the Greeks. 

I come now to consider the policy of sxich indivi- 
dual assistance. 

It has been, said that the regeneration of Greece 
is contrary to the commercial interests of England. 
Were this true, I trust there are but few English- 
men, who would purchase some additional tons of 
shipping by the extermination of an entire people. 
But the reasoning, which supports this hypothesis, is 
as false as the feeling which prompts it is detest^ 
able. Our moral duty and our political interests 
go hand in hand, and universal benevolence is 
with us the most enlightened selfishness. We are 
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the shopkeepers of the worid, hnd it is otir interest, 
that our castom^rs, the whole human race, should be 
as wealthy and prosperous as we can make them. 
Such reasoners/to be consistent, should add that the 
recent vnssalage of Greece ensured an immense de- 
mand for our steam-engines and chronometers, and' 
such other articles as only poor and distracted na- 
tions can afford or venture to purchase. 

It is, indeed, a strange assertion for the nineteenth 
century, that anarchy and poverty augment the 
purchasing propensities or powers of a consumer.' 
As the Greeks improve, our Levant Company will 
meet with more competition ; but the stream of 
general commerce, in which Englishmen will pos- 
sess the usual English advantages of superior ca^ 
pital and enterprise, will be greatly swelled. It is 
more the interest of companies that commerce 
should' be exclusive than that it should be e:s^ten* 
sive, and their ofHuions should be ^erefore dis. 
trusted; but no absurdity is equal to supposing 
that a coHutry can buy wiliiout selling to a proper- 
tionate amount. 

But, confining our Views to mere (xmmon humanky^ 
if all that the bitterest eneinieid of the Greeks have 
asserted be true, if the Turks are embodied angels, 
and the Greeks incarnate devils, it would be as easy 
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to recall the past or to rerive the dead, as to make 
the Ghreek and Turkish populations again live to- 
gether. Greece on drawing the sword threw away 
the scabbardr and her fietbled Lethe would not 
wash away the remembrance of all that has been 
endured or inflicted. We have recently seen how 
utteriy incapable the Sultan was of protecting the 
Rayahs of Constantinople from the fury of their 
Mussulman fellow-subjects; and is he likely to 
possess more authority in his distant provinces, 
than at his palace-gates ? 

The municipal independence of Greece would be a 
measure of strict justice, for it would benefit the 
Porte itself. The experiment has already been 
partially tried^ and it will not be denied that 
Hydra, Spezzia, and Ipsara contributed latterly 
a greater revenue to the Sultan than before. 
At present, every 100 piastres raised from the 
Greeks detract at least 1000 from the national 
industry, by the insecurity and irritation which 
they produce; and of these 100, ten may, per- 
haps, ultimately enter the royal coffers ; thus the 
same change would remove at once from the Greeks 
49-50ths of their burthen, and double the profits 
of the Sultan. 

It is impossible to devise a mo^e of collect- 
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ing the revenue of a country more onerous ta ito 
inhabitants and less produd;iye to its sovereign 
than the Turkish, which does not even amount to 
the refinement of fairming put the different Pacha^ 
licks. On the death or deposition of a Pasha, his 
successor is appointed by dint of bribes to the 
Sultan, the Vizier, Sfc,^ and the money necessary 
for this as well as for his outfit, is borrowed of 
Armenians or Jews. In Turkey, money is lent on 
mortgage at from 20 to 30 per cent., and the added 
risk where the repayment of both principal and 
interest depends on the contingency of coinci- 
dences, such as the honour of the Pasha and the 
continuance of his life and government, advances 
the rate to 50 or 60 per cent. The prolongation of 
his ofiice is secured by similar presents, not to the 
government chest, but to the government officers ; 
and, though the tribute of each Pachalick is 
fixed by the amount of the capitation, yet the 
number of Greeks being calculated according as 
the Pasha is in disgrace or favour, the estimate 
becomes accordingly either a fine or a bonus. 
Hence, after the military and judicial establish- 
ments are provided for, the usurer repaid, the 
Vizier bribed, the Sultan pacified, and the ra- 
pacious governor fully gorged, very little re- 
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mains for the chest of the empire. As the 
property of all employes devolves on the death 
of the possessor to the Grand Seignior, it may 
be thought that the wealth of the provinces 
is only absorbed by the governors to be ultimately 
squeezed but of them by their master ; but there 
are so many modes of eluding this tyrannical law, 
by the nominal dedication of land to the support 
of some mosque, or the investment of money m 
jewels, that its general effect is merely to ren- 
der land and capital unproductive. 

By this change, too, the Sultan, besides augment- 
ing his revenue, would ensure comparative tranquil- 
lity. Supposing the insulted legitimacy of the Otto- 
man Porte to have been gloriously vindicated, the 
women and children of the Greek nation to have 
been carried into perpetual captivity, or preserved 
only to eternal exile ; the men, the young, the brave, 
the hopeftil,to have been almost all destroyed; and 
the Te Deum, universally used on such occasions, to 
have been chanted " k la Turque'^ tinder the dome 
of Sancta Sophia ; what becomes of the capitation, 
which the Turkish government levied upon those 
Rayahs, who are now only heaps of whitening 
bones ? Will not those, who are insensible to the 
destruction of the Greeks, as fellow-creatures and 



39 

fellaw«christiaiis» regret them as animals that^ like 
the sheep in Wallachia, paid a head tax to the 
Turks? If they are indifferent to the blight of 
Grecian hope, will they not mourn over the .dis- 
appointment of Turkish avarice ? But this is not 
all ;r— the Greeks guilty of surviving will take to the 
sea whidi bathes the circumference, and the moun- 
tains yrhich occupy the interior of their country, 
and, converted into pirates or banditti, will per- 
petuate the horrors of the present struggle, and 
nullify to the Turks the possession of this rich and 
beautiful territory. . 

Far from demanding the extermination of the 
Turks for the Greeks, I believe that this only ' 
mode of separating them would be an act of 
equal mercy to both. The Porte of course musit 
have the stipulated tribute guaranteed to it, by 
those who guarantee the municipal independence 

 

of Greece ; and as it is no more the ^possessor of 
Greece dc facto than dc jure, I cannot perceive 
eitiier ipsult or injustic^e in such a ficheme, grounded 
on the inability of the Sultan to keep the peace 
between his interqaingled Mussulman and Christian 
subjects ; and proposing on the one hand the re- . 
vived prosperity of Greece, on the other the aug- 
mented revenue of Turkey. In assuming that 
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Ofeece could aflford to pay a tribute higher tlian 
the clear profit of the Turkish treasury from her 
possession, I have not calculated the certain aug- 
mentation of her resources, when she is allowed ta 
lay her series of golden eggs, instead of having what 
should be the nest-egg ripped from her unfeathered 
and lacerated bosom. I am aware that the Divan 
must be eampeUed to accede to such an accommoda- 
tion, and that a Turkish Vizier will abolish Padia- 
licks with about as much readiness as an English 
minister would bind himself never again to choose a 
Kadilesker of Cashel from the ulema of Oxford (SO). 
Having considered the justice, I wish to say a 
few words on the general expediency of the measure. 
A Congress is shortly to assemble at Verona, and 
mudi is expected from the practised anatomists of 
the frame of Europe. I am not going to declaim on 
the fall of Venice and Genoa; much has been attri- 
buted to Austria and Piedmont, which is in reality 
owing to the natural shifting of the stream of com- 
merce, and the previous dissolution of an emjHre 
questionably acquired, and in the instances of Dal- > 
matia and Corsica grievously abused. Still there 
have been many mourners over the degradation of 
the two most high-born states of Europe ; which had ' 
not even the credit of submitting to a gallant and ^ 
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vietofiouB enemy, but fell into Ihe hands of re- 
ceiveiB of stolen goods, by that truly blackguard ar- 
rangement, which combined the gigantic iniqnity of 
national spoliation with the petty shabbiness of 
private pilfering. 

But, not content with strangling these veneraUe 
attd decrepit republics, the CMibined sovereigns 
have suffi>cated their childish imitators, Ragnsa and 
liWica. We feel most for the sufierings of the^ 
weak and helpless, and there was something in 
such unwieldy colossi as Russia and Austria 
uniting to crush Ragusa and Lucca, which sug- 
gested the idea of two giants laying their huge 
jolterheads together, in order to strangle a pair 
of babies. The allied sovereigns did a meritorious^ 
act in not only sparing Switzerland, but securing 
to her a perpetual neutrality, and they would gain 
still more credit by protecting a maritime confede- 
ration df Greek cantons, which might be a twin sis- 
ter of the continental Swiss republic, and from being 
more out of the way would have a still better claim 
to perpetual neutrality. I wish this for anothert 
reason: from the manner in which this triad of so-, 
vereigns have with their great military spuds grub- 
bed up every little plant of a republic, it really looki^ 
as if they were afraid of suffering a comparison be- 



49 

tireen the monarchk^) and rapublioan forms oj^ gg- 
yernment, and tbat each of the9e little lights, if they 
did not hasten to clap grenadier caps on them ia the 
way of extinguishers, might communicate a flame to 
their own great empires. Now, I believe the mo- 
iiardiieal to be an infinitely bett^ form of go- 
yeniment for extensive and fwlly-peopled coun- 
tries than the republican, and that a &ir trial 
of the two will always bring, reasonable people 
to^ this result* The regal aujthority is ^ l;l^eful an 
invention, and kings altogeth^ such an evident 
oomfort, that it is foolish as well ap illiberal i^ 
squaah republics for fear tb^y should look too 
tempting^. It is hesvles totally fruitless ; the great 
•xperimeiit is making in the other heniisphere, and 
under circumstances of most unfair advantage ; for 
niiie^tenths of the good, which we ascribe to the 
rqpublican foryn of their governments, is owing to 
their population bearing a ^mallef ratio than ours 
to tbeir productive territory. Whether or not a repujii- 
lic k best adapted to these vast inc^ipient stuites,. 
is a question which cannot bear upon the me** 
rits of any European > Government ; but I think 
that the sovereigns of Europe might easily, by 
their conduct, prove that great European states may 
be more prosperous than America, not ui spite bnt 
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ill edns^qiieiide of hariii^' kings. I regret the de* 
struction of the few republics which remained in 
Europe; it has given repoblicaniim a persecuted 
interesting air, and by making it a forbidden fruit 
has only rendered it more tempting. The more 
enlightened the inhabitants 4>f Europe become, 
warned too as they hare b«en by the example 
of the French revolution, the more convinced will 
they be of the utility of kil!igs» and liie more 
rationally attached to what reason and exp^ence 
prove to be best for their own interests ; but they 
will never be frightened out of republicanism, nor bul- 
lied into loyalty, by seeing overgrown monarebieg 
swallow little moffensive r^ublies; and a Greek 
confederation eneouraged by kiiign would be an 
honourable atonement to the manes of the slain. 

The experiment of municipal without political 
indepe»dence has been tried in Greece, in the 
ease of the Ionian Islands, and has upon the whole, 
answered. A clamour has been raised in this 
country against General Maitland, whidi indivi- 
dually he has Inurdly deserved. When a little 
state is put under the protection of a large one, 
which large one is to give it a constitution, and 
garrison its forts with 3000 men, the little state 
to be all this while thoroughly independent, every 
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one must perceive that th,e word independence ia 
*' vox d priBterea nUUl ;*' and I cannot conceive either 
a Russian or an Ionian silly enough to suppose, 
that by independence was meant the impunity of 
doing whatever her septinsular ladyship chose ; or 
that John Bujl would have been so romantic as 
to take charge of a minor, who stipulated to have 
h^r Qwn YfBj. I haye pio doubt that it has been 
extriemely galling to the^ lonians to be prevented 
frQDL aiding their continental brethren, and the 
best and noblest feelings combined to irritate them 
against the restraints of their guardian ; but his 
protec^tion has perhaps never been so useful to them 
9S in this very instance. They have all the credit 
of restrained heroism, . and we all the odium of 
handcuffing and muzzling the generous islanders ; 
and in the mean time they have had neither plague 
nor Pasha among them. The lonians certainly 
eiypy at present more of the forms than the sub- 
stance of a representative constitution, and, till 
their heads are thought strong enough for sheer 
liberty, we haye served them out six-water grog, 
a diluted and far from inebriating draught of free- 
dom; for General Maitland, in bis medical capacity, 
discovers, like Sancho's Baratarian doctor, that most 
things, which the lonians fancy, are exceedingly 
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bad for them. But/ upon the whole, the Seven 
Islands have greatly improved under our protection ; 
the be]st thing next to the substance is the shadow 
of freedom, and the safest preparatives for its ex- 
ercise are its forms. Driving seven restive insular 
ponies in hand with rope harness and silk reins is 
no easy task ; but hereafter, when the Levant is 
again tranquillized, ministers may select a more 
tender hillabying dry-nurse for these seven ricket- 
ty infant republics, than is imaged to the mind 
by the idea of an English lieutenant-geneml. A 
civilian suits better with the sacred and diploma- 
tick character which the lord high commissioner 
of the protecting sovereign should bear, and the 
union of this office with that of governor of Malta, 
while it is far from flattering to the republic in time 
of peace, would be extremely inconvenient during 
a war. 

Still it has been unfortunate that at the only point 
where we politically come in contact with Greece, 
we have been obliged to act a cautious and un- 
popular part, and it is therefore the more incumbent 
upon the people of England, to make up by sym* 
pathy and commiseration for the unfavourable im- 
pression, which the necessary coldness and almost 
harshness of our government has produced. Mi- 
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Qisteis have pbrftmned a painM duty ; it reiaadns 
for the English public to discharge a pleasing oilev 
There is no prescribed neutrality of feeling, and 
compassion at least may enlist herself in the cause 
of every party and every country. 

I come now to consider what, in their present 
revolt, is the immediate eifject of the Greel^. 

Public. attention has been so little called during 
the last thirty years to the map of Turkey, and I 
am. so anxious to appeal to that great and respect* 
able majority of the English nation, in whose 
breasts lies the sacred deposit of our national lee!^ 
ing, and who have scarcely been occupied by wire* 
woVe quartos on Greece, that I shall endeavour to 
give some idea of the true size of Greece, which is 
by no means the largest province of the Turkish em- 
pire. If I compare Turkey in Asia, the early posses- 
sion of the Turks, to England ; conquered Turkey in 
Europe, to conqueried Ireland ; and Egypt, to Scot- 
land; Greece will about answer Wales, subdued; like 
her, owing to the civil wars of the native princes^ (21), 
and equally mountainous, but more detached and 
iriaecessible. There is no more truth in the idea 
that the Greeks insist upon exiling the Turks from 
Europe, than that the Welch ever d^termilied to 
drive the English out of IWJlandl The Greeks are 
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striigglttig to fdToe the imrndeird^ who are quartered 
TMher than established over their country, bach 
into Rumelia, as the Weldi five centuries since 
eadeavoured to repel their English tyrants on 
Shropshire. 

\ The : Qreeks hare risen in • order to recover 
Greece, which the Turks finally ^onqueired 
little more than a century ago, and > which they 
did not bold dnring the most brilliant period- of 
their European empire ; and I own, the Greeks 
possessing Greece would not seem to me more 
unnatural than that jocose truison, '* The Dutch hsre 
taken HoUand/v 

While I am on the subject of Turkish geography^ 
let me add, that a naturiil confusion of the war in 
Moldam and TFIaZ/ocAta^ with that in Greece has 
matjerially prejudiced the Grecian cause. There 
are no less than six broad marks of distinction be- 
tween Greece and the tmnsdanubian principalities c 
1st. Their inhabitants are not Greeks, but Scla^^ 
v^nians of the Greek Churchy which is equally the 
case with the Russians. ^ly. They being jSa<i^ 
continental, and Greece the most meuntainam and 
rMfitkne country in Eurepe, it follows that the 
fonnerare not, like the latter, fit for a revolutionary 
war&re of Guerillas and emizers^ and that^ while 
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Greece, once cleared of its oppresson, is nearly im- 
pregnable, Moldavia and Wallachia must always 
be exposed to the armies of the , neighbaurii^ 
powers. 3dly, While Greece, lying completely out 
of the way, and forming the south-eastern corner 
of Europe, is calculated by nature for . neutrality, 
and afibrds not a single pretext for. inyasion, Wal- 
lachia and Moldayia, bordered on every, side by 
the dominions of Turkey, Austria, and Ru^ssia^ 
always will be, as they always have been, tl}^ 
arena for those contending powers. 4«thly, In Wal- 
ladiia and Moldayia, the Greeks are not the mr 
tives but the invaders, not oppressed but oppress- 
ing. 5thly, The Greeks having been twice deserted 
by Russia distrust and fear her, while the Walaoh0 
and Moldavians, whom . she has steadily protected, 
are deeply attached to >her. 6thly, While. the pps- 
session of Greece would give Russia a naval peer 
ponderance in the Mediteranean, prejudicial alike 
to the interests of England and Europe, Wa}laQhia 
and Moldavia, not having a single leagiie of sear 
coast, can bring her nothing but some squiM;e,miles 
of rich yet uncultivatc^d land. Frpm^ h(^Qce..it 
follows, that the principalities can neither remain, 
nor even becpme a free state ; th.at thece/ore. a 
retrospect to their revolution and to the. cowr 
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ardice and treachery of their inhabitants is ir- 
relevant here ; and that all discussion, as to their 
future incorporation with Russia, or prolonged 
tibminal subjection to Turkey, must be deferred 
to some future page. Indeed, the only happy 
result as yet established by the Greek revolution 
is, that no Oreek will in future be appointed 
hospodar; and that a stop ii^ thus put to the further 
operation of that instinct of mischief, amounting 
almost to sagacity, with which the Porte, anxious 
to degrade alike its Rayahs of the south and north, 
made the Greek nobles a handle for plundering 
the transdanubian peasantry, and ihe caftans of 
Dacia a gift, that, like the robe of Nessus, poisoned 
the nobility of Greefce. 

The great object being to separate two nations, 
who, while they live together, must make what I 
trust we have no English phrase for "wn vraimSnage 
d'enfer,** (23) the first stipulation should be an equal 
encouragement to Greeks and Turks to leave respec- 
tively those provinces, in which either may form a 
minority of the population, and the same scale must 
be fixed for valuing the land and pr6perty of both, 
or else each party will endeavour to exile their 
antagonists withoutany remuneration. This, though 
far short of what is so glibly talked of, the expul- 
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sion of the whole Turkish nation, id, I confess, a 
startling measure ; but Englishmen must not judge 
of it by this or any other civilized country. Fa- 
talism and the insecurity of p;:operty have generally 
prevented the Turks from vesting in the improve- 
ment of the country that accumulated wealth, which 
with them can hardly be called capital ; and ex- 
cepting land, which is mostly tilled by Greeks, the 
Turkg have but little immoveable property. The 
wealth of an Aga consists principally in furniture, 
horses, jewels, clothes, (all easily moved,) slaves, 
and (proh pudor !) women once free and happy. (23) 
I trust, however, that the Greeks may be per- 
mitted unconditionally to release their country- 
women, unless it is held, according to the jargon of 
the day, that all Agas have " a vested interest" in 
those whom they have either kidnapped or bought 
from robbers, and that the proprietors miLst die 
off before their victims, then arrived at that age 
when beauties are most readily relinquished, can be 
restored to freedom; unless these_ champions of 
property insist on such mere furniture as the maids 
and matrons of Greece, being paid for with " all the 
fixtures" of the Sultan's " Removing Tenant" 

The property of the Greeks, having principally 
sprung from commerce, is in general either actually 
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floating, or eapable of being removed by sfea ; and, 
as most of it has e'er now been destroyed or torn 
up by the roots, the flotsam and jetsam of the ge- 
neral wreck will, without any convention, become 
the property of the strongest. 

I am not suggesting that which will satisfy either 
Turks or Greeks, but that which is best for both ; 
not all we should wish, but all we can reasonably 
hope ; and at least this territorial compromise would 
stay the present daily waste of life and property, 
the endless misery inflicted and endured. It 
would be an experiment too on the capabilities of 
the country; a trial of the latent energies and 
virtues of the people ; a criterion by which, in the 
event of another struggle, the European states 
might judge whether they ought again to remain 
neuter. Moreover, a power independent of Russia 
would gradually be created before the Turkish 
European empire, which is the only existing barrier 
against her in that quarter, was overthrown. (24) 

The great misconception in England concerning 
the Greek revolution is this : ^ we imagine the 
question to be, whether the Greeks shall throw off 
the Turkish yoke, or shall endure it patiently as 
before ; the real alternative is, whether Greece 
shall enjoy a permanent and guaranteed, though 

s 2 
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tributary and riierely municipal, independence, a 
medium between the recent situation of Hydra and 
the previous one of Ragusa, or whether one of the 
two nations shall be exterminated. 

The came of Wallachia and Moldavia is not neces- 
sarily connected with that of Greece, but I intro- 
duce it here for two reasons : 

1st. Though I desire an accommodation between -«.- 
the Greeks and ihe Turks, yet in the event of that 
being impossible, I seize with avidity the prospect 
of an inducement to Russia to interfere in behalf 
of the former ; for it is not to be expected that she 
shduld put herself to considerable risk and ex- 
pense gratuitously. 2dly. Owing to the super- 
intending powers ov6r the transdanubia'n provinces 
which Turkey conceded to Russia by the treaty of 
Koutzouk Kainardgee,andto the subsequent cession 
of a third of Moldavia, (being all that tract which 
lies to the east of the Pruth,) which made it 
necessary to diminish the tribute of Moldavia by a 
corresponding third, minute details on the financed 
of the principalities were furnished to the Russian 
cabinet: and they, for the first time, afford a spe- 
cimen, which may be depended on, of the pro- 
vincial statisticd of the Turkish empire, and con 
firm ivhat I said of them in a former ]iage. 
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. I own I ajn for from joining in the genen^l cla- 
mour against the Ernperdr Alexander. The pos- 
sesision of an inherited despotism is no crime ; and 
the beneficent employment of it nQ common merit. 
Alexander may say, with still more truth than 
Joseph^ when asked his opinion of th^ American 
Revolution, ** Mon metier 4 moi c'est d'etre 
Rpyaliste;" and when in his flirtations with a 
ypupg blooming, Republic he begs a bit of Ge* 
i^^ral Washing^n's walking-stick, this sentimei)* 
tal civility by no means . pledges him to enter 
into the Russian red book, and with unwonted sa* 
laries, such grafts and scions as the Whig^ can spare 
him, for leader, whipper-in, speaker (against time), 
cpiigher in the bass, or soprano cheerer of the Im- 
perial St. Petersburgh Opposition. 

We Jiave nQ right to expect that the Empe/ox 
Aleif^nder shQuld be. interested in the Greek 
insuirrectlon, except as it affects ^.us^ia; for it 
is preposterous to ask any. government tp do 
what is. contrary . to it's interest, and the emaAci- 
pa^pn of jGreece will not, only, do np good to 
I^jij^sia, but it will , dp h^ harm. . She will lose, 
her importance in the L^yant^ as the protector pf 
the Greeks, and the power of terrifying the Piyan 
by threatenii^ to e^ite i,t§ JE^^jrah^. If the.Emperois 
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Alexander assists the Greeks, he will do it, like 
Trapbois " for a consideration :" and an island in 
the Levant, which he would probably suggest as 
his consulting fee on the occasion, being a mode 
of payment highly objectionable to this country, 
but which we could hardly prevent the Greeks 
from tendering, or the Emperor from closing his 
fingers on, I see no better remuneration for him 
than Wallachia and Moldavia. The liberal poli- 
tician will exclaim against the idea of inducing one 
nation to assist another, by making over to it a 
third ; but a few of those protestations, which royal 
Lotharios employ to get coy virgin principalities 
under their protection, would make both Moldavia 
and Wallachia fly in defiance of all scandal into the 
arms of the great northern autocrat. Considerable 
familiarities have already passed between them, and 
even the maiden half of Moldavia, like Lady Handy 
in * Speed the Plough^ " was, I believe, rather mar- 
ried to him many years ago." Russia has for the 
last fifty years pursued a kind and enlightened 
policy towards these principalities ; and very re- 
cently by the treaty of Bukorest she procured for 
them the ** septennial bill," instead of the former 
triennial and even discretionary appointment of 
Hospodars, which stimulated the natural rapacity 
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of each royal middleman, by contracting the time 
on which he could calculate for making something 
of his speculation. 

She at the same period exhibited an unparalleled 
instance of consideration for the country, which she 
had been forced to make the theatre of war, by pro- 
curing for it a biennial exemption from all tribute ; 
and, though the Turks, violating the spirit of the 
convention, frightened the Hospodar of the day out 
of a sum equal to the two years* payment, yet the 
loss being deducted" from what he would otherwise 
have made, fell not on the province but the under- 
taker of royalty. 

The frequent occupation too of these provinces 
by the Russian armies, and the preference which 
they constantly gave to their flat and fertile sur- 
face, have singularly endeared them to the inha- 
bitants. The English reader must not be startled 
by this paradoxical assertion. He must not esti- 
mate the effect of a Russian army taking up its win- 
ter quarters in Wallachia, or the feelings of the 
Wallachian population towards their military visit- 
eirs, by what English prosperity would experience 
from 200,000 Russians quartered from Canterbury 
to Newcastle ; or what English patriotism would 
feel, on seeing the Preobashensky regiment parad- 
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ing in Hyde Park, and the windows of the Guards' 
Clubhouse crowded with ofis and iskys. A dis- 
ciplined army, occupying for any^ length of time a 
very barbarous country, does more good than 
harm. There is little for it to destroy, much for it 
to improve : the feelings of a people accustomed to 
bear the second-^hand insults which a Yornik, Glut- 
shiar, Logothett, or Medelnitsher, (25) has receiTed 
from Tchiaoux's, Tchochodars, and other equally 
euphonious personages, are rather gratified than 
otherwise by the superseding despotism of a Russian 
commandant, and the sight of well-dressed sentinels 
in their city. 

Syery one who has been much on the Cimtinent 
must have observed, that the French armies, which 
usually subsisted on the eontrilmtions of allied or 
hostile quarters, were not remarkable for hmnility, 
and often had the bad taste, as well as bad feeling 
and policy^ to insult the prejudices of their hosts, 
have yet left behind them more popularity th«L 
odium ; merely because they spent the money that 
they took from the rich among the poor, bioi^^ht 
the townspeople a band of music, and the girls 
plant;^ of partners ; and above all, treated with' 
superlative contempt the authorities wfamn the 
mtdi reluotantly obajed. A nation must be de- 
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votedly attached to local custQms, jealously pvouicl 
of national indepei^dence, ^nd well pleaded with 
its whole mani^re d'etre, or an invading army must 
commit great enormities, to avoid leaying, behind a 
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feeling of almost affectionate regret. 

. All the lazzaroni and loungers of a fine climate 
are grateful for the event of $ui arrival, and deeply 
regret the parade, the musics the horses, and the 
general and the staff, . when they are all gone, and 
the little town becomes its own dull self agaii^^ 
The Rjassians not only furnished Bukprest witli 
amuseipents, but enriched all Wallachia by purchas- 
ing its exuberant produce ; and in fact, most of the 
improvements, which have been made there during 
the last half century, will be found not only coeval 
With but consequent on its occupation by Russian 
armies. In short, the principalities felt like two 
publicans, gratified at having their tenement made 
the seat of a boxing match, with its attendant con- 
sumption of beer, gin, and tobacco. 

I come now to consider what the inhabitants 
wonld gajii^ by a change. I take the governments 
of Wallachia and Moldavia, when refined and dis- 
tilled into that pure rarefied iniquity, to which they, 
attained about half a century ago, to have beTen- 
the aci|i(£, title, realist jbe^u id^al of politioal cor- 
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our patriots, who, or unearthing a politically-ap- 
pointed ganger, roar out that our government is 
Worse than that of Algiers, to peruse the authenti- 
cated accounts, not of the abuses, but of the es- 
tablished usages of modern Dacia; where a fund 
for ' the support of the army was not made liable 
fdr the pensions of the Dons and Doniskas, but 
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the entire sum having been consecrated, or rather 
pro&ned, to this new purpose, the shadow of an 
army was* by sufibrance charged on its own original 
appropriated revenue ! 

All this was gratuitous corruption ; there were 
no refractory peers, or conscientious county mem- 
bers, to disturb the universal harmony ; no Walla- 
chian Wilberforce to head the Boyars ; no treasury 
influence to be kept up at Galatz ; not an ordnance 
borough on the Danube, from Widin to Ibraila. 

The machinery of la somewhat responsible go- 
vernment may want oiling ; large sums may be 
necessary to make a constitution framed with all 
the barbarous stubbornness of Runnymede work 
well, and to prevent virtml representation from be- 
comitig oter real ; but here there was no conflict, 
it was all wanton profligacy. 

Moldavia and' Wallachia being for political plun- 
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der, " un vrai pays de C^ocagne" wherfe the reapers 
and gleaners were unmolested by daily, weekly, 
or quarterly devastations of Times, Examiner, Edin- 
burgh Reviefjo, and all such typographical mammoths 
as are providentially unknown at Bukorest ; this is 
a fair experiment how far an unchecked govern- 
ment will proceed. 

During the last thirty years much of this was 
done away by the establishment ' of insj)ectihg 
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Russian and Austrian residents ; by the *^ Hospodar 
Septennial Bill ;" and latterly, by the restriction of 
these mimic thrones, to the four Fanal families 6f 
Mourousy, Callimdchi, and the two branches of 
Suzzo. (26) But this amelioration only proves how 
much the provinces would gain, and how little 
Turkey would lose by their being transferred to 
Russia ; for they have prospered in exact proportion 
to their emancipation from Turkey ; whose rights 
were so restricted by the treaty of Bukorest, that 
she now derives from them little beyond the fri- 
volous gratification of seeming to appoint two duo- 
decimo monarchs, who mimic or rather parody the 
splendour of the emperors of the East. 

The cession of countries, equal to Ireland in size 
and fertility, would be a bold suggestion, if the 
Porte was, or even pretended to be, their sovereign. 
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Nay, if it had eyer intended or even now engaged/ 
not to make the best use of them, but only to re- 
move all obstacles to the industry of their inhabit- 
ants, I would at once close the case here, by throw- 
ing up my brief; but I hope to shew that the Sultan 
neither does nor can prevent his droits de Suzerain 
from materially injuring the country. And I shall en- 
deavour to support my proposition, not by copying 
whole columns of piastres with concomitant calcu- 
lations of their partial and irregular depreciation, 
as long as this cluster of long words, but by giving 
some of the results. 

, Wallachia became tributary to the Turks, under, 
its V6ivode Mirza, in 1391, and agreed to pay the 
ija^ignificant sum of 3000 piastres, which the TUrks 
exacted evidently as a mark of homage rather than 
a source pf revenue. The Porte engaged " to give 
protection to Wallachia, and to defend it against all. 
enemies ;" it has repeatedly evinced its inability to 
fulfil this eng^ement. It promised '' to a3sume 
Qothing more than a supremacy oyer the sovereignty 
of the principality," and to le^ve ** the V oivode the 
right of " making peace or war withput having to 
account for any such pro^edings to the Sublime 
Porte," Moreover^ the prelates and boyar^: wi^e to, 
elect theijr looiifirch, ^ tbp.Sulitw.wa9 to,^^^^ 
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the form of approving, not to possess the power of 
even objecting to their choice. Never vraa national 
homage more jealously restricted and defined, and 
never was a treaty more shamefully and systema- 
tically violated. If the Porte is sincere in its re- 
peated declarations, it ought earnestly to desire 
the incorporation of both these provinces with 
Russia ; but its apparent parental affection for 

* 

them is only isqualled by its deep hypocrisy. 

Would the purity of Election have been much 

'  * 
promoted if the English Parliament, instead of dis- 

franchising the officers of the EiLcise and Customs, 
had passed a bill recommending to them a total 
disregard of their private interests, and an un- 
divided anxiety for their country's welfare ? Would 
the Irish proprietors have accepted, instead of a 
com^bill, an order in council, in which the j^ing 
was made to say: '*My breast compassionating 
greatly the situation of many farmers of Ire- 
land, suffering greatly by the effects of peace, 
I graciously condescend to idsue my sacred 
** order that the poor tenants should not be 
*' tocmented unjustly." (2f7) Nothing can be more 
amiaUe than the injunctions of the Ottoman 
goveraiMtit, aoEid it always reddubles its usual 
tandemesB in adi^esdiilg these amphibious pro- 
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vinces ; but it never proiddes the slightest security 
for its benevolent intentions being carried into 
effect, and each clause of a proclamation is gene- 
rally nullified by that which follows. Thus, when 
the agents of the Capigi Bashee (or *• Arch Butcher 
of the Empire") are enjoined to pay a fair price for 
the cattle which they are entitled to levy in Wal- 
lachia, the peasants are in the succeeding para- 
graph forbidden to sell them to any other person. 
To the commissioners of corn the Sultan says: 
** Let the grain be exacted with measure ;" while 
in the next breath he forbids the owners to send 
it on board any vessels but those bound to Con- 
stantinople ; and after these helpless attempts to 
relieve "the agricultural distress," less efficient 
than even our corn-pledging contrivance, he adds, 
with as much complacency as was displayed - in the 
House of Commons : " Thus will tlie inhabitants 
of Wallachia be benefitted, and gain.'* Every where 
the precepts which the Porte issues to its subjects 
are equally excellent, and all provision for enforcing 
them equally deficient. The experiment of sub^ 
stituting the dominion of Russia for that of Turkey 
has already been made in Taurlda and Bessarabia. 
The barbarism in which half « a century ago 
these provinces were buried, the splendid success 



which hw rcjwarded the efforts of Catherine 
and the present Emperor for their improvement, 
and the recent growth of Odessa, require no 
comment. 

The waste of public money in Turkey is as 
endless as the titles of the Sultan ; political pro- 
fligacy appears commensurate with the plains and 
mou]|^tains of the East, and our military colleges 
and martello towers, our ordnance and barrack de- 
partments, shew like Uighgate or Hampstead by 
the side of Caucasus. 

In 1820, after the cession of a third part of the 
country, the revenue of Moldavia was 2,681,000 

- piastres, which taking the piastre at its present 
value, 7|d, is equal to 2,145,000 francs, or at the pre- 
sent rate of exchange 84,200/. Of this sum there 
went to Turkey, as the fixed tribute, 65,000 pias- 

I tres, and there were spent for the advantage of the 
country 90,000, being the sum devoted to the army ; 
though of that 20,000 was for foreigners, Bosniacs 
and Albanians, the Swiss guards of the delegated 
potentates of the East. The sum paid to Turkey 
and that devpted to. the public service form toge- 
ther 155,000 piastres, and leave a balance of 
1»990,000, or about 11 -twelfths of the entire reve- 
nue, M^hos<e application cannot be traced to either of 
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these objects. WhHe the Moldavian " Budget for 
1820'- contaiins, among other items, 250,000 pias- 
tres ** Secret Service Money** at Constantinople, 
the chasm, still left between the " Ways and 
Means" and the expenditure, is filled up by presents 
to the Sultan and his Vizier, interest on money 
borrowed by his Highness the reigning Hospodtfr, 
to enable him to bribe his way to the throne, 
gifts to Greek Sj^avants who come to compliment 
him, &c. ; so that, excepting a sum of 38,000 pias- 
tres given by the Princess in charity, the most use- 
ful and satisfactory item seems to be the balance 
which the Hospodar bagged by this contract for 
acting an emperor of the East in miniature. 
When we reflect that the English government in 
1812, without impoverishing or visibly distressing 
the country, raised the greater part of 55,995,123/, 
from a sur&ce but little larger than that from which 
the most unrelenting extortion and severity Could 
only squeeze 84,200/, we miay form some idea 
what a blessing freedom is to the government, as 
well as the subject. 

But, if the revenue thus procured be puny, the 
misery it creates is upon a scale of real magnifi- 
cence. The more important taxes are assesseil 
npbn each village according to its supposed popti- 
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lation, and the inhi&bitants are left tb settle what 
eai^h individual shall contribute, tf among ihe 
moral and orderly Norwegians a similar method is 
productive of murmurs and injustice, we may easily 
imagine what partudity and oppressim, what quarrels 
and emigrations are produced among the demoralized 
Moldavians. 

The taxes are of the most minute and vexatious 
kind, dwindling down to ten aspers (hardly a half- 
penny) on the birth, not of a son and heir, biit of 
every lamb. In short, if the Laputarian board of 
agriculture offered a premium tb the author of liie 
most ingenious essay '* on the means of collecting 
the smallest revenue with the greatest possible injury 
to the contributors,*' I do not think even the inven- 
tor of the Irish hearth and window tax, could com- 
pete wrth these financiers of the Danube. 

I have wearied the readers attention, or (if he 
has been so unconscientious as to escape from me by 
tripping the preceding pages) I have ^d it with 
(liese details, because they are a specimen of Otto- 
man finance ; flie various Pashas and Voyvodes of 
that vast empire being only so many smaller Hos^ 
podarsi But I have treated him with merciful m<y- 
deration,andhemightfareworse,ifProvidence,which 
ever ^couples the bane and antidote, and appoints 
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the ichneumon to pursue, the crocodile, were mira- 
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culously to turn Mr, Hume, during the approachiag 
vacation loose in the streets of Bukorest, to range 
and rout unchained among the shrinking papers of 
the Vinaritt and Vamma^ to reform laods, to denounce 
Sokotelnits, to question down evocated Caminars, (28) 
Logothetts, and MedUnitshers^ and returning un- 
muzzled in the ensuing February to St. Stephen's, 
to make its wretched inmates long for M unny Begum 
polysyllables, that would now sound by comparison 
'' familiar to their mouths as household words.'* 

Unfortunately these details, while they shew 
how little the Porte really profited by its Dacian 
provinces, unveil sources of patronage which its 
ministers will be reluctant to forego ; but I should 
he disingenuous were I to conceal a better ob- 
jection which maybe urged: that they furnished 
Constantinople every year with about four months' 
provisions, and that without them the Turkish capital 
would depend upon foreigners for food. This, 
however, is an additional motive for our desiring 
the cesfiiipn; for my horror of tocmenting even 
Turks jdoes not carry me so far as to reject any 
innocent means of cramping their Euro|)ean power. 
Yet surely, when we compare tliQ population of 
Constantinople and the extent of . Asia Minora 
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once the ridiest, and still the most fertile country 
in the world, we cannot doubt its capacity of sup- 
plying that food for twelve months which it now 
does for four. 

The Porte would thus depend upon foreign na- 
tibjUs only from choice, and might, by protecting 
duties and proper encouragement, secure this great 
source of wealth to Anadoli, which even now forms 
the body of its power and prosperity, and which, as 
it was the original, must hereafter be the ultimiBite 
extent of its empire. If the Porte chooses to 
leave its metropolis at the mercy of foreigners for 
food, it will justly incur an evil which it might not 
only remove, but exchange for a considerable ad« 
vantage; but even then it will not be worse off 
than it is now likely to remain, whether the Greek 
struggle is prolonged for years, or the country, 
purified by the blood of all the cultivators who 
made it the granary and garden of Constantinople, 
relapses ere long untilled and uninhabited into 
hands, which, however skilful in turning a paradise 
into a desert, have not hitherto proved effective 
in re-converting a desert into a paradise. (29) 

It would doubtless be most agreeable to the 
Turka» that Greece and the Greeks should again ' 
beeoiiae' what they were only two years ago ; that 
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the fields which the Ottoman has desolated should 
reyive, the cities he has burned rise from their 
ashes, the capitation-paying rayahs, whom, in a 
thoughtless sacrifice of avarice to ferocity, with 
liberality in carnage, and a sort of convivial pro 
fusion of blood, he has slaughtered, should retdrn 
to life and to the Haratch, to unrequited labour, 
unresented ignominy, and unresisted oppression. 
All this would be extremely gratifying to the Sultan 
and his subjects, unless finding that ** PappMit 
rient en mangeant," they wish for another Scio, a 
second feast of death. For the Greeks, even 
this would be better than their present state, or 
their future prospects ; but can it be ? can all that 
is lifeless breathe and bloom again? Can living 
radiance beam from under all the cold yet veined 
and alabaster lids, 

^^ That veil^ — thought shrinks from all that lurks beneath ?" 

Can all the gallant hearts that the c$iuse of free- 
dom made 

" To beat but once, and be for ever still," 

be taught to beat again ? Many years must elapse 
before even nature can revive ; and the blue sky 
will long spread its splendid canopy, and the sun 
p9ur his glorious beams in vain upon a. land blight- 
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ed and clad in mourning. Nothing will remain 
but the recollection, that the English goyernment 
had neither the right to interpose, nor the will to 
intercede ; mid that the English public saw the last 
survivors of the Grecian name gallantly fall in 
defence of freedom, without throwing thenl even 
the empty comfort of commiseration. 

The Turks have only a choice of evils, and I 
propose to them the least ; but it will be said : 
The Greeks may still submit. — Can they hope to be 
forgiven? Can men, who for eighteen months 
have been tearing each other to pieces like wild 
beasts, drop off into a slumber of careless confiding 
tyranny on the one hand, and mute motionless sla- 
very on the other ? Either the Qreek and Turkish popu- 
lations must be separated, or one of them destroyed. 

But suppose the subsistence of Constantinople, 
and consequently the European existence of the 
Sublime Portfe, to depend on the forbearance of 
Europe, On what else does it now depend ? On 
what else lias it depended for half a centui'y ? The 
mutual jealousy of other powen$ has long sup- 
ported it in this leaning attitude, and the pre- 
sent state of political feeling implies no in- 
; creased disposition to overthrow it. Neither would 
Turkey necessarily fall from being shorn of her fron- 
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tier prorioces. The throne of Constantioe stof' 
vived for centuries, when its sway no longer 
reached even the boundaries of Rumelia^ and after 
the Sultan, a more encroaching foe than Alexander, 
arid armed with all the resources of Asia Minor, 
had fixed his seat of empire at Adrianople. 

For the Transdanubian principalities, uncon- 
ditional union and amalgamation with Russia are 
more desirable than even independence. Freedom 
must be planted, and cannot be erected on the mo- 
del of some neighbouring edifice ; but the young 
and tender tree of liberty, unfenced as it must be 
at first, would find Wallachia a site peculiarly 
unfavourable, from the political tempests that pour 
as fiercely as those of nature from the Crapac ; 
and a soil more unpropitious still, a mass of mo- 
ral as well as material alluviation, sure to infect 
it with a morbid rankness. 

Passing over the^ old theory of the responsir 
bility of monarchs, and supposing all European 
countries, (for 1 question whether the Arabs, or 
the Hottentots, or the Esquimaux, would admit 
such a doctrine) to be the estates, and the several 
nations, now permitted to graze over them at so 
many kreutzers, pauls, or roubles a head, the herds 
of all the Sovereigns who doze or fidget on their 
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Beats of honour, I oontead that the Verona vestry, 
about to meet on European parochial business, 
should penait like owner of Turkey to transfer to 
the awner of Russia his manorial rights, quit-rents, 
ud heriots, oyer the out-lying farms of Moldavia 
and Wallachia, inasanuch as the said rights do 
these farms lOQTs. worth of harm, for every gui- 
nea ^t the Constantioopolitan squire reeeives. 

But it may be said, that I am only deferring the 
settliag^ day between the Porte and Russia. 

After the Greeks are freed, and the principalities 
ceded^ one of two things must in the course of the 
present century occur. The mouldering corruption 
of Turkey will proceed, till political sores, that fester 
instead of healing, have produced final mortifica- 
tion, and the European empire of Othman ex- 
pires like a candle which has been suffered to 
burn down into the socket; and the object of all 
our wishes will thus be attained without either 
misery or effi)rt: or, the Turks, having reached 
that.point of politicaVdegradation, beyond which 
there }s no further sinking, will take^the infection of 
civilization from the north and south, and catch the 
improvements from which a sanitary cordon of pre- 
judices has as yet preserved them, If Ijiis occurred, 
I would not advocate, nor even 4esire'the sen- 



7^ 

teotce of their/banishment executed at Ae priee df 
endless indmdud jsuffering, though fhey still wrote 
from right to left, arid still wore turbasts instead 
of 'liat&**-iiay, to quit a tone (rf levity which is 
unsuited to the subject, not though they cotitmued 
to ^ exalt an impostor above the Son of <xbd. ' Cbn^ 
vinced as I am, that the mere temporal blessings, by 
which Christianity has elevated Europe above the 
rest bf the world, and England above the rest of 
Europe, ought to recommend it by its political 
utility to those who are so unfortunMe as to doubt 
its truth ; and that the evidence of ife divinity is 
sdffibieht to satisfy the sceptic, without an appeal 
td its eflfecfe ; mainly attributing, as I do, the bar- 
barism of Asia and Africa to the fatal influence of 
Mahbmetanism; still I must protest agahist the doc- 
ttrine of Expatriating nations lor their religious 
ertors. Such a principle once admitted, there isr 
rio limit to its consequences ; fiwr Christianity, un- 
happily^ as yet enlightens hut a minority of the 
human race. That nation, which reared the noblest 
fabrics bf verse and architecture, w«$ unable, by the 
utmbst stretch bf unaided human intellect, to erect 
even a raiforto/ system of belief; and when we sfee, 
jDr, as Englishmen, when we happily otily hear, 
how the passions arid intei^estsbf men have elsewhere 
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eprrapted evc^n the purky ef the Ghmtiaii fahh ; 
when we perceire how completely the evidence 
^f our missionaries has refuted tiie philosophers 
who eulogized the dogmas of Confucius or Brama ; 
when it is thus proyed, that every religion but the 
true one is more or less morally and politically mis<* 
chie vous, it follows, that if once the wickedness 
of a creed is held to justify an attack upon its vo- 
taries, from that moment three quarters of the human 
Ace are outlawed, and may be hunted down^ and 
plundered with impunity. I trust we shall hear 
no more, at least not in the Grecian cause, of this 
summary mode of arraigning, convicting, sentencing* 
and leading off to perpetual exile, men guilty of 
being buried from their birth in that worst dark- 
ness^ the darkness of the soul. For the life to come, 
religion is happily matter of fact, hnt in this it is a 
mere questioti of opinion ; and the Turks have pre-* 
cisely the same right to indict us for adhering 
to Christianity, that we have to prosecute them 
for persisting in Islamism. The present age has 
be6n distinguished by bloodless conflicts with the 
powers of darkness; they are perhaps the* most 
honourable of our national efforts, but oUr weapon 
must still be the press and not the sword. 
But is the banishment of the Turks even politi- 
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cally nie0es3ary to the Greeks? and is there n^ 
room fpr both ? Because they cannot live together 
ip the same Tillage, or even canton, must the 
^gean and the Euxine for ever roll between them ? 
Is the country overpeopled? The vices rather 
Ihan the virtues of the Turks convince me, th^t 
from oppresive masters they may become inoffenr 
sive neighbours. Will they ever be again an en- 
terprising, active people, or re^ conquer from the 
invigorated Greeks that country, which all its natu- 
ral fastnesses and added forts could not, in hands 
^ike theirs, defend from disunited, unofficered, and 
almost unarmed assailants? Will not the chain 
from Pindus to Olympus form a good granite bolster 
between two nations who cannot live together in do- 
mestic quiet ? Let the Turks relapse into their usual 
mixture of anarchy and apathy; let the Greeks 
have five years' possession of the country, and, 
with some doubts about their expelling, I have none 
of their keeping out their tyrants. As neighbours 
they will suit, from the opposition of their tastes and 
interests ; the Turks no more clashing with the 
Greek ventures to Marseilles, than the Greeks 
with the Turkish pilgrimages to Mecca. The 
Turks will avail themselves of industrious neigh- 
bourS) and the Greeks of unenlightened customers ; 



ftnd whatever change occurs must be for the advan* 
tage of the latter. Peace is necessary to educate 
infant Greece, ami war is the one thing likely to 
revive the slumbering genius of Mahometanism. 
Let Russia pause before she wakes that torpid 
savage ; I have no doubt of the result between a 
barbarous and a semi-barbarous power, but the 
scale of conflict will be gigantic, and far above the 
value of the prize. Russia is civilized enough to 
possess statesmen, and generals, and engineers, 
and her population is still sufficiently savage, to 
ihake what is elsewhere a proscription be but a 
permission; but the Mahometan powers beat her 
in fanaticism, and they are still a fiunily, though . a 
family of divided brothers. 

Much more might be added on the Greek revolu- 
tion ; but, having endeavoured to put their cause in 
a fair point of view, I shall proceed to the object 
for which I took up my pen (SO). Next winter the 
Greeks will be visited by all the horrord of famine, 
for the dreadful struggle in which they have been 
engaged, has prevented their tilling the land. The 

picture of Irish famine, which has been lately pre- 
sented to us, faintly images to the mind what the 
Greeks will undergo, for theirs will be universal, 
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notpartinl, dtstrcisp ; nod there are no sympatbiaing 
.feih>^ CQuntrymeii to relieve, them. 
^ Their wounded and their ;sick are alveady in the 
most pitiable state, for. though tihey have many na^ 
tionai physicians and surgeons, they are without 
anedieines and surgical instruments, or the means 
of procuring them. 

' . It is under these civcunistances, and only in the 
event of the distress in Ireland being removed by 
, the approaching potatoe crop, that I venture to 
suggest to the English public the propriety of a 
subscription for furnishing the Greek sufferers with 
jbod and medicines. I do not urge its being em- 
ployed in the purchase of arms ; ev^n if their ex- 
portation was legal, many persons might feel or 
affect reluctance to put them, into the hands of 
men, who may abuse as well asu^e them. But when 
I remember how severely, during the late war, the 
English minister was blamed for.stoppii^g the sale 
< of medicines to Franoe^ I cannot suppose that we 
shall ever see an order in council prohibiting the 
purchase of cor^ for the starving, or the exportation 
*of bark and lint.for the sipk and the wounded Greeks. 
X ^suB^ .anticipate no otgectipn tp such a sub- 
tticriptipn. It. does not compromise our goverp- 



'77 

inent ; it need not take any money out of the 
country^ for the medicines and surgical instru- 
ments might be purchased in England, and the 
foreign corn bonded in our ports, and hanging in 
Urrorem over our farmers, might be bought and 
transported to Greece. If opportunities ofibred^ a. 
part of this money might redeem Greek captivw^^ 
and would even then return to England^ by the 
back stream of commerce ; but I will not insult 
any reader, by supposing that he would grudge 
some thousands abstracded from our morbid abun* 
dsmce of capital, when a few shillings are at this 
moment sufficient' to save a f<^llow*cr«ature ftcm 
dishonour and apostacy ; freiA servitude Embittered 
by previous refinement and remembered happiness ; 
from the ioss of the dear^t f elatives, aggravated hg 
the pecdiarfy doaaeiMtichiEiiMtsof Greiekwo 
children. What is; African slavctry, wh«n era* 
trasted viiik sorrows^ Such a» th/ese? Where^ i^e 
the prior daims on our puisesr? T1m3< nation was. 
said to be beggared, wd it has just «p^ed aqufirter 
of a mUdion in chai^ out of the income ef the y^ms^ 
It 13 not likely tfattb Prttvideaee will agiln iiifliet 
famine on Ireland,, o« that Any unudiial apj^eiA. 
win be made toi iiUc hiunMMty/ #uwg/ 4bf3i^^|^^ 
to e0me. Wfacae. dbe witt wiontiyi ^ m ir^U^ in 
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preventing misery? When will such an occEision 
recur? Neit winter fixes the fatte 6f Greece. 
By this day year our aid will be too late. The 
Greeks will no longer want it ; they will be 
sure of success, or their skeletons, scattered 
over the country in whose defence they fell, 
will need neither food nor sympathy. The 
Catholic P^res de la Redemption spent their means 
and their lives in delivering captives, and we have 
not yet given a guinea. When we abolished the 
slave trade, we sacrificed avarice and prejudice 
at the altar of mercy, and we have not yet talked of 
relieving the Greeks. Unless all feeling is para- 
lyzed, and numbness has crept over our souls, this 
disgraceful apathy must end ; but it may last till we 
have earned disgrace, which regret will not wash 
away ; and have given the foreigners, who envy and 
hate our pre-eminence, the triumph of seeing all, 
that they calumniously said of our mercantile selfish- 
ness, miraculously verified. 

The cause of the Greeks is unconnected with the 
spirit of revolution in Europe (31). They are not 
fighting for a quantum of political freedom, but 
for that national independence, which is become 
synonymous with indifidual existence. 

They cannot now be subdued widiout being de- 
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stroyed ; and the question is, how soon the cof^ict 
shall end, and how many of oi^ker party shall mnive it. 
I do not ask compassion, the actice compassion 
not of words, but money, because they are Greeks, 
or patriots, or Christians ; but because they are 
men, menaced at once with slaughter, disease, and 
famine (32). Their antagonists have a government 
to apply to, and countrymen who will relieve them, 
for, with all their errors, the doctrines of Mahomet 
render Mussulmans charitable towards each other. 
The Greeks have no earthly prospect of gratuitous 
and disinterested aid, but from the English public ; 
for if we, to whom Providence has given the means, 
have lost, what we had, tl^e taste for charity, where 
shall the unfortunate look for succour ? 

Deputies are daily expected from Greece, and 
though they may fail of persuading our Government 
to intercede in their favour, I trust their arrival will 
elicit some symptoms of interest which may encou- 
rage the Greeks in the pursuit of that freedom, 
which like the Swiss and the Dutch they must 
buy with their own exertions* 
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NOTES. 



(1) At the time of CromwelPs Irish campaign, the Otto- 
man power was in its full vigour, and from thence advanced 
in the gradation of the capture of the Venetian islands in 
the Archipelago, the defeat of the Austrians in 1663, 

^ and the conquest of Candia in 1670, to that acm6 of their 
triumphs, the siege of Vienna, which was saved by Poland 
in 1683 : of course not that Poland from whom Austria 
sliced off her provincial kingdom of Galitzia. The power 
of Mahomet the IVth was to the barbarous anarchy of 
Ireland in 164d, about what the power of George the IVth 
is to Turkey in 1822. 

ft 

(2) "The Lord Chancellor" answers, perhaps, more 
nearly than "the Chancellor of the Exchequer" to the 
Kislar Aga, or Chief of the black Eunuchs, who has 
with equal propriety, the gift of all the Grand Seignior's 
Crown Livings, the uncontrolled superintendence, of the 
endless and enormous religious foundations throughout 
Turkey. The parallel between our Chancellors and the 
Kislar Aga must however end here. 

(3) I cannot suffer a second Edition to be published 
without expressing my regret that this sentence should 
have given offence to the kneaders of the nonsense. So 
fully was the misfortune of mingled fury and feebleness 
balanced by the merit of early zeal in the Grecian caus^, 
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and by martyrdom from the well-served batter 
Courier, that I cancelled my first expressioi), '* 
newspaper of the day," because I felt that it waa*^ 
thing as saying ** the Morning Chronicle," and w^ 
feeling personality on a paper whose vigorous yoL^ 
to procure it respect in its decrepitude, and wl 
ofi^spring should be privileged to drivel by such a 
ancestry. Nay, I was so anxious that there shoi 
needless dissension even bet^ee6 us, between the 
significant and the most ridiculous of Grecian ad 
that I should have expunged the obnoxious paragra 
could have foreseen the insatiable greediness of thos 
rich in such wealth already, seize my little conti 
of ridicule as. their own. It is the misfortune, not the 
fault of the Greeks, that the least ingenious of works of 
fiction thus pursues its imaginary call to write down a 
cause, which is not, like that of the Whigs, strpng enough 
to escape being damned by such uninvited patronage, 
and which in those sctmofi^' paws is so slabbered with 
a saliva of mingled venom and froth, that its disfigured 
features can scarcely be recognised by even its fondest ad- 
mirer. The Greeks are no more responsible for the insults 
offered under the shelter of their cause to the British army 
t|ian the Whigs are for the horrid lines on the deajfch of 
Lord Londonderry ; and, instead of needlessly considering 
the Chronicle as their oingan, it would be but common 
justice to judge them by so rational an advocate as the 
Morning Post. 



(4) I find in an old college exercise of my own, a pas- 
sage which may enforce my arguments ; and while I fancy 
that all the post-horses I see are whirling away customersi 
from my publisher, and proselytes from my cause, to some 
bower impervious to politics and pity, imd that I have not 
a moment tjo lose in getting my ** thoughts" into the han^ls 
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at least, if not the beads, of the few fugitives whom I 
may shoot flying, I avail myself of the following paragraph, 
to pacify a Compositor who is clamouring for notes, 
promised but not provided, and to* rebut the charges 
against the Greeks : 

** Those who, while they own that bondsmen should be 
freed, pronounce that Greece is too much wasted by a 
national atrophy to be thus revived, should, before they 
pass a sentence of worse than death upon an entire peoptef 
inquire if all the charges which have been brought against 
the Greeks are true^ 

'*They are said, when advance tc^oiSici^, topiUage their 
fellow rdyahs ; btit the power which they abuse is sold them 
by the Turks, who set a price on every office, fr6m the 
sceptre of Bukoresttb an Archon*s wand ; and in all amn* 
tries, thme who purchase political power will reimburse 
themselves by plunder or peculation. 

<< They are called intriguing : that which in minor objects 
is stigmatized as low intrigue, becomes iii mightier schemes 
a dign^ed ambition. The activity with which cabals are 
prosecuted for an archon^s chair, only proves that the 
Greeks could take an int^est in the politics of their coun- 
try, that the germs of generous ambftion exist, and 
heed but the fostering warmth of freedom to swell iiito 
maturity, branph out into grandeur, and rich in all the 
fruits of happiness and virtue, fcnni at once the ornament 
and shelter of the land. 

^^ The Greeks are reproached as/nvo/oiM; what have tbej 
else than trifles, on which to waste that vividness of feel- 
ing, that keenness of perception, that luxiirtanee of fancy, 
which form the ground-work of the charge ? Will the 
Porte enrol them in ha* armies t Is there mueh tempta- 
^km to be a politidaa under the tenrorf ot an armed des* 
potismf Or ah autiior where printing is unknown t Or 
a merchaht where wealth and conAscatton are but cause 

Q 9 
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and effect ? Yet we reproach them because they are no 
longer poets, generals, and statesmen. 

" Can a Greek, though he had the virtues of an Aristides 
and the talents of a Pericles, be any thing but a wretched 
slave ? Is he not fortunate in being able to interest him- 
self about nothings ; to fly, though but for an instant, from 
the restlessness of agonizing reflection, and draw a volun- 
tary delirium from the animation of childish merriment ? 
N&ver let us confound misfortune with guilt, ncn^ call what 
is but a calamity a crime. 

" The Greeks are accused of being false : I allow thatthey 
are not guided by scrupulous cfthdour towards masters who 
have always oppressed, and allies who have uniformly de- 
serted them; and that they seek to parry the blows of 
power by the only weapon which is left them, dissimulation ; 
tyranny invariably necessitates deceit, and self-defence 
extenuates falsehood. 

*^ They are stigmatized with cov^an^ice: I grant that an 
unarmed and helpless village crouches beneath the cannon 
of a Turkish fort ; that a thinly-scattered population files 
before a Turkish army ; that a wretched islet awaits in 
silent terror the annual rapine of the Pasha's fleet. But 
does this prove the cowardice of the conquered, or only 
the conqueror's might? That seeming slumber of sub- 
mission is but the torpor of combined despair and help- 
lessness ; the Genius of Greece is shackled in every limb ; 
an effort, though but of suffering nature, a convulsion of 
pain, or even a sob of agony would only rouse his torturers ; 
he must at once burst every fetter, or his struggles will 
only rivet all their links." 

(5) Those who fancy that a Greek is an amphibious 
monster, half European and half Asiatic, will be surprised 
at hearing, that there are in London, at this moment, 
the following respectable Greek merchants; Eustratius 
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Rallifl, MavrogordatuS} Alei^nder Gontostavlos, Phrus* 
kiadis, and Negrepontis ; and either in London or Cam« 
bridge they may satisfy themselves, that Messrs. SchinaSt 
Maniakis, and Pappinicotas are men arrayed like our* 
selvesi in coats, breeches and waistcoats, and whose man- 
ners and information would not disgrace the first European 
society. 

(6), There were between three and four hundred Greek 
students in Germany, and between five and six hundred in 
Italy. A still greater number was expected to resort to a 
university, about to be founded in Ithaca by the Ionian 
Government, which had already appointed, as chan- 
cellor, the Earl of Guilford, whose unostentatious and 
almost subterraneous efforts to enrich the Greek cha- 
racter with " knowledge which is power" have for many^ 
years made him the link of benevolence between Greece 
and England. 

■s * 

(7) Capodistrias, Sturdzas, Negris, Crutas, Neranzis, 
Mustoxidis, Persianis, &c., with many naval officers, 
served in Russia, a few in Austria, and there were onee 
many in the imperial aimies of France. But the prospe- 
rity of the Greeks, who bought promotion by perpetual 
expatriation, no more excuses the Turks, than the hoiMHirt 
to which Irishmen rose in every European service but our 
pwn, blotted out the disgrace of those laws which we 
have abolished. Let me add, that the Greeks, whom op» 
pression had driven to exile, were ever distinguished for 
loving and serving tlie country they had been forced to 
leave, and that the noblest' names of modern Greece 
are her benefactors, Demetrius Mouruzis, the patriarch 
Gregorius, and the brothers Zosimas. 

. (8) Nicolaus Mavrommatus at Bologna, Dalla Decima. 
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and Spiridibn Pappadopulus at Paduk ; and Pavia once 
boasted among its professon the name of UOO FOS- 
C»LO. 

(0) That I may not unfairly darken the picture by letting 
the reader suppose that the rest of these women have 
been starved, I must explain, that they have been dis- 
tributed over the rest of Greece. 

(10) The houses of Galatis, of Scartikiotis, and of Zo- 
graphos, are among the first at Trieste; and even at 
Vienna, Ralli and the brothers Ylasti are considerable 
merchants. 

(I l)The sacred band, composed of 500 young Greeks, v«rfao 
had left the Universities of Germany to joiii their in- 
surgent countrym^i, was, like its ancient namesake, cut in 
pieces by the enemy, galfantly fighting till only twenty 
men survived. 

(12) The following are some c^ the Greek Literati of the 
day:— 

Eugenius Vulgaris, Nicephorus Theotokis, Coiistantinus 
Karaioannis, Balanus of Joanniha, Athanasius of Paros, 
Joseph the Moesodacian, Neophytus the Kapsokalivftls, 
Georgius Sakellariu, Daniel Philippidis, Athanasius Pssd- 
lidis, Demetrius Darvazis, Athanasius Christopulus, Gon- 
stantinus Kokkinakis, Constantinus Kumas, Lampnis 
Photiadis, Anastasius Georgiadis, Adamantinus Korays, 
Neophytus Ducas, Anthimus Gazi, Kaora, and Koletti, 

Secretary to the Congress. 

*■  '  - - -.- 

(13) I do hot speak of Tuscany, whose government is by* 
no means oppressive ; a very small part of the revenues of 
the Grand Duke being derived from any mode of taxation. 
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(14) Let qie explaiii, that I do not mean to instance 
Scotland as a country well ^governed in the gross: but 
merely in these details: church discipline^ and public 
education. My aim was to illustrate the effects of that 
purely religious persecution which. has b6 long harassed 
the Greeks, not for being Greeks but for being Chris* 
tians, by a comparison between Scotland, and Ireland — by 
far more favoured than her, in soil , climate, and geographical 
position. The Scotch are utterly unrepresented ; the Irish, 
instead of being, like ourselves, what we are taught to 
call virtually 9 are really end actually represented. For 
the moral, the religious, the orderly, and instructed Scots, 
who have nearly disproved the adage, that '^ a little 
knowledge is a dangerous thing," and who might almost 
realize with impunity the Utopian scheme of universal 
suffrage, there is just mockery of representation enough 
to corrupt the few monopolists of election'; and in 
the educated and opulent Glasgow, I found respect* 
able tradesmen, unconscious that they were allowed a 
whole quarter of Mr. Campbell to protect them in par* 
liam^nt. Qf the Irish, a much larger proportion enjoys 
the elective franchise than in England, and the nutpber 
may be almost indefinitely augipented by the prevalent in- 
sertionof lives, in even the shortest leases, the splitting 
of these virtual and often fraudulent freeholds, and the 
consequent forced manufacture of children, not, as Swift 
suggested, for immediately supplying the tables, but for 
hereafter crowding the poll booths of the rich. The Irish, 
too, have the benefit of the English law, and in the na- 
tural and usual state of assizes, I should not have been 
awoke, as at Glasgow, by the drums and fifes, and tramp- 
ling hoofs, and ringing scabbards of the judgejs' entry ; 
nor in a court?bouse, which the administration of justice 
had converted into a bivouack wjthout, and ^ guard-room 
within, have been stopped at the door of the *^ box of the 
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magistrates, and officers on guard.*^ Yet, in Ireland, all ttese 
elements of good have been converted into aggravations 
of evilt by our national and parliamentary system of re- 
ligions persecution, vrhich, however softened from its an- 
cient atrocity, still stamps us as second in bigotry to the 
Turks alone. 

(15) e.g. " The Parliament on the contrary, even when 
** unprovoked, had ever menaced, the Papists with the most 
*« rigid restraint, if not a total extirpation,"— Hum k, 
vol. vii. 8vo. Ed., 1820, p. 161. ' 

' ^* The Irish were glad to embrace banishment as a 
refuge."— Ibid. 171. 

(16) e.g. The subscription by the Greeks at Misolonghi for 
the widows and children of the Turks ; and the capitula- 
tion of Corinth, after the slaughter committed by the 
Tqrks at Cassandra. 

(17) Je me cite encore. ** Writers, whose opinions on 
the present character and destiny of the Greeks have 
widely differed, concur in admitting both the reality and 
the intensity of their sufferings. They describe a degree 
of national debasement, an extent of individual misery, 
unequaHed in the annals of despotism; insults to which 
the ordinary humiliations of conquered empires are trifles ; 
tyranny, compared with which ravage is protection, and 
destruction mercy. They depict not the transient excesses 
of an irritated victor, not a short-lived burst of havoc ; 
but tyranny perseveringly clinging to its victim, and which 
ages have been unable to appease. For a^Greek, industry 
is a crime, and nature's own exuberance a curse, wealth 
only a title to spoliation^ and beauty but a passport 
to dishonour. 
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> (18) << fk^o&fh, that poisonous theory^ which numb&eaeh 
keener feeling of the heart, which deadens every loftier 
aspiration of the souU which denounces exertion and pro- 
scribi^s hope, which strips virtue of half its beauty, and 
vice of all its hideousness, Which soothes the salutary' 
pangs of consicience, which forbids the good to resist 
temptation, and the bad to cherish repentance/' 

(19) Taught by the painter, who wrote, ** this is a lion/* 
let me now add, ^^ this is blame of Pitt's politics." I 
first learnt the publication of pages which I had left 
ready printed a month before, by a country paper's re<* 
marking my apostacy from the principles of my father by 
a laboured eulogium of Pitt. I had heard of uncon- 
scious damseU being told the real state of their hearts, but 
still I was startled on learning that Pitt was the unsus- 
pected idol of mine. And when I traced this rivulet of 
unintentional calumny to that perennial fountain of truth, 
the Chronicle, instead of being amused by the blunder, I 
was in my own case vexed to find my irony taken, au pied 
de la lettre, and visited with : ** We turned incredulously to 
the name in the title-page," an incredulity fully atoned for 
by the previous excess of credulity. HapiHly finding next : 
<^ braved J soul of Richard Brinsley Sheridan ! raised, yvovdd 
have been more germaiae," I resolved to inform the editor 
that *^ braved,'' like foes {or fees, was the printer's mistake 
for ^^ brewed,*' and that, v^rithout requiring him to com- 
prehend a long sentence of ten English lines, and still less 
the context, or the general tone of the work, I was sure 
he would understand that brewed meant the same as raised, 
and would, with his usual candour, insert my explaniatioii 
in his respectable oolumns, But^ finding mysetf* a few 
lines further, represented as saying of our subsidisied 
allies, '^ how bravely they bore defefat/' the senteoee being 
here dosed with a full stop, and the latter half of it, which 
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comphitfy c/Mf^pBSi4k$mm9mt^t^ hft ami ;. I reflMed thati even 
the penHMl who thinka brmnng n storm, from which he 
might hate kept the flAqp sheltered, is praise of a minister^ 
coiiU soarcely do this :hy mittuke. Though prescription 
may entitle to blunder, the longest practice cannot pri-* 
vilege falsehood ; so I gave up my design of explaining. 

Anxious a»I am to keep the cause of Greece , unmixed 
with our party politics, and unimportant as are my opi- 
nions, even now that those straws will float down the 
stream of time, embalmed in such clear, sweet,and attractive 
aiaber, L cannot help owning, that if I was. the son of a 
Pittite, I i^ould no more believe in Pitt, than, if the off- 
firing of. Parson Tozer, I should in Joanna Southcote. 

Had I ckanffd nttf opinionsy it is not the fear of being 
thought to have coord from the boyish violence of a Cam- 
bridge debating dub, that > would make me feel saruples« 
OP even /shyness, in. owning it ; fin*, it is not more the duty 
of a puUic nan to aurrend^ much of his free will to the 
party he has espoused^ than it is the privilege of a pri- 
vate man to weigh impartially the merits and faults of alU 
and be ' 

? NliUius acblictuft jurart in rerbs maf^istri.** 

But*whei« iSi'now the rational; beingv unless bribed by in- 
terest, hampered by pledges, soft^ied by remembered 
friendship, or irritated by long warfare, who f^ef^s Pitt's, 
qaadceviest which we swallowed, to Fox's prescriptions, 
which vTe aegleoted ( What is jmi now to das^de or lure a 
man into Pittismi The conduct of Pitt's prot%6s, the re- 
•tcRwd SoveveigniB of Europe t or even the tardy compositioD* . 
thfrtiiree-and^irizpence in the pound, ^jshufflingi shabby 
AMltfia? Ib the eemfortahle operation of a return to cash , 
pajments to endear to «ia- the. man who fraudulently dcr 
parted fimn them I Is the iacrasiag dissatisfaction with 
tiHual fepiMenfeation to reepmmead the early champion 
and mature bi^trayer of Reform ; - CSaa. even ouj*: admirar 
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tian of the ingenuity » by which tbemottrrMlbnihgpeoj^e en 
earth were in twenty years done out of 8eo»oae,tMX>2 ; 
can even thifi financial legerdematn, this perfection of humw 
bugt which beatd the usurpatidn of the Popes to nothing ;• 
can even recorded eloquence, and proved individual integ*^ 
rity, redeem political swindling oii such an enormous scale? 
Pitt's foreign politics arenbW matters of hiitory» of which 
the humblest individual is entitled to judge ; and E bapt 
my readers will not think I approve them. 

(20) The Utema are the Mahometan doctdrs* of both^ 
divinity )Etnd law, the Goran being alike the r^ligioOB and 
civil code ; and from the Moollahs^ the Kadileskers, or 
Chief Justices* of Rumeli and Anadoli, ore appointed. 

The viziers are officers of the first mnk in T^rkey^ and 
the six first viziers eomposied the Divan, till -Sultan SeH^' 
substituted the twelve fi»t officers of atate, the OiraM^ 
Vizier, and the Mufti » (or ShaiUslui, usbaily chosen' 
ttom the Kadileskers), being ^' the presidetit <lf the 
council/' 

Viziers are RishaB with three tiUls to their l«gi ^ 
standard* We assddate sotoethltig HdieuloUS with i^ word, 
tails ; but the symbol' of a pasha, three long tufts of home* 
hair, floating from a stafi^ with a cross-bar, like that of 
the Roman manipular stUndard, to very qd^ndid and iWfoa^ 
ing. Ev^ those curious teigit&eiital coloord, tbe kettlea 
of an Oda, have' as martlat aii appearance to the Turka 
as the l^onary eagles to the French. Habit is with us 
omnipoteiit i but A s«vage w^ld perhaps4eo6rate the Lord 
Chancdior with a shakos, and macaasAr'd umatadiiiM, imdr 
a young lancer with a ftill bottom^ wig, convinoed that 
the whiskers gave a lodt 6f wisdom,f and the wig an afr 
of prowess. Indi^, thili a^pareht in^fersion hat beisn 
aliready prujctised; the Eaatmi sages wear ImvA, the 
coitsinsHterman^ wkMcers^ and the mIjt UHifimn itf Vb» 
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TombuGtoo body-gua^, is said to be second-'hand wigif 
impoited from England, and graduated » from the scratch 
to the cauliflower, by the wearer's rank ; the African army- 
clothier, in the event of a brevet, depending on our first 
scholar's museum. 

Such a quicksand is the domain of dress, that the time 
may come, when beauties will *^ never miss a tie," and 
clerical shovel hats be supplanted by coalscuttle bonnets. 

(21) *^ David and Roderic, brothers to Lewellyn, dispos- 
sessed of their inheritance by that Prince, had been 
obliged to have recourse to the protection of Edward, 
and they seconded with all their interest, which was ex- 
tensive, his attempts to enslave their native country."— 
Hume, vol. iii. p. 105, ed«.1793. 

« the two despots implored the dangerous 

and humiliating aid of a -neighbouring Bashaw, • . . « 
neither the ties of blood, nor the oaths which they re- 
peatedly pledged could reconcile or suspend 

their domestic quarrels In the season of ma- 
turity and revenge, Mahomet declared himself the friend 
of Demetrius, and marched into the Morea with an irre- 
sistible force/'T— Gibbon, vol. xii. p« 248. 

(22) Our nearest approach to it is the vulgar but elo- 
quent imprecation, ^' May you marry the devil's daughter ». 
and may the old folks come. and live with you." 

(28) Let my haste excuse my again putting up with a 
passage at hand, to explain why the spoiler is odious, and 
the victim wretched, and a harem far difierent from the 
bright descriptions of Moore or Byron : 

*' For him who clouds the very dawn of youth and 
hq;>e, and sapping all the principles of filial duty br^ks 
every fetter of domestic love, and blights the paradise 
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of the fond' father or confiding husband, even for him some 
palliation may be found. He may plead the omnipotence 
of beauty, the delirium of passion ; the chains of guilt 
may look like wreathes of roses, and the very final triumph 
of seduction seem but the dedication of an already devoted 
heart. The eloquence of pleading passion, and the charms 
of yielding beauty may throw a sheltering veil on the 
deformity of lust. But can we pardon him^ who owes his 
triumph not to responsive fondness, but unresisting help- 
lessness ; who buys a victim that he never saw, or <Salcu- 
lates *fche pangs of poverty, only to purchase the sorrows of 
a father, and make him an accomplice in the ruki of his 
child? Can sophistry protect the savage selfishness of 
vice ? Will libertinism extend indulgence to triumph un- 
deserved, and unparticipated -passion T Will it dare to 
ridicule the agony of weeping parents, the breaking of tlie 
plighted hearts that part, the sorrows of deserted homes, 
the solitude of helpless age ? Poets may call the harem 
the paradii^e of pleasure, or the guarded sanctuary of love, 
but it is the dungeon of despair, the altar whose offerings 
are a living death. Can such voluptuous and secluded 
calm shed o'er the heart that coldness, which the sacred 
cloister and all the majesty of pealing choirs have some- 
times failed to breathe ? And should awakened love give 
all that despots seize^ but cannot mn, the master's glance 
is fate, and his decision death ; a watery grave, a mid- 
night noiseless execution. Often does the stranger, wan- 
dering by these guarded bowers of pleasure, 

'' Hear nightly plunged amid the silent wave 
" The frequent corse." 

(24) <* Age and disease have tamed the savage into a 
surly repose ; and his next struggle will be the last 
gasp of expiring tyranny. But will Greece be fireed 1 
Monarchs have learned the art of encroachment, and 
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the impunity of spoIiaAion. Pbland has been partt* 
tionedy Saxony dismembered, Venice and Genoa trans- 
ferred ; many states have been shorn of offisnding corners 
And prominences, and rounded or squared by royal geo- 
graphersy disinterestedly anxious to b^autif^ the map by 
making its ootouring more uniform and compact. Are the 
kindred ei^les yet satiated with pfey, or wearied by flight ? 
Is the Austrian vulture gorged with the carcase of the 
winged lion, that quarry which was struck down and con- 
temptuously thrown her V* 

(25) Several officers |>ear the title of Voi^mkj which is a 
judge, a treasurer, or a odlector, as it is coupled. Logo^ 
thetts are clerks ; ClutMar, a keeper or Serjeant at arms ; 
Medelnitsher, secretary to the hospodar; TelnamJaft are 
officers in the Janizzaries of three kinds, something like 
captains and lieutenants ; Tehocod^rB are couriers, and pur- 
veyors. 

' • # 

(26) At the breaking out of the revolution, Miehnel in 

Moldavia, and Alexander in Wallachia, one from, each of 
these branches, were hospodars. 

(27) These are the words of the Hatti-Sherif, or 
Proclamation. 

(28) The Sokotelniki are peasants privileged from the 
capitation tax^ 

The Yamma is the custooMb the vinaritt a tax on wine. 
The Loods are 18,000 meaes of from five to ten individuals, 
into which the Wallachian population is divided for taxing. 

Logothetts, are olerka ; Caminars, exeiae-officers. 

(22) To sliew how completely the T^rks ^^ Gan make » 
liett of keaven— i^,'* I subjoin an extract from Saury's 
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*^ iMen on Greece /' though I have been <d>liged to leave out 
much of the interminable Fr^ich eloquence and senti- 
mentality of so trashy and affected an author : and another 
fnmiRaffenel's impartial, and I am told accurate, account 
of the present Greek ReYolution* Raffenel accompanies 
this general picture by an anecdote of individual atrodty, 
i!?hich, after in vain endeavouriiq^ to make a translation of 
it fit for the eyes of those, 

'* Whose genUe boeontt, Pity*s altar, bear 
** The chiyital iocense of eadi idling- tear,** 

I am compelled to omit. 

** Among all the countries, in which I have resided, there 
is none whose temperature is so healthy, and so agreeable, 
as that of Crete. The heats there are not excessive ; and 
violent cold is absolutely unknown in the plains. The win- 
ter, prdperly speaking, b^ins only in December, and ends 
in January. During this short season, snow never falls ih 
the plain, and rarely do you see the surface of the water 
frozen. The weather is more commonly as iine as in the 
beginning of June in France. 

** No sooner is the month of February past, than the earth 
is adorned with flowers and harvests. The rest of the year 
is almost one continued fine day. The sky is continually 
bright and serene, tod the winds mild and temperate. Nor 
are the nights less beautiful : a delicious coolness then pre- 
vails, and the air, less charged with vapours than with us, 
discovers a greater number of stars to the observer. 

** To the charms of so delightful a climate, are added 
other advantages which enhance their value. The island 
of Crete has hardly any marshes. Myrtles and laurel roses 
border the rivulets which meander through the valleys. On 
every side the country presents you with groves of orai^ge, 
lemon, and almond trees. The Arabian jessamine blooms 
in the gardens, vrhicfa in the spring are decorated with beds 
of violetn." -.''■'' 
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^^ A Cftndiot Greek possessed no civil riglits. He could 
be stripped of his property by the Aga, the Governor, or 
tte nearest Turk, without being allowed even to complain ; 
if he applied to a court of justice, the case was not 60 
much as heard ; but he was careful not to make so desperate 
an attempt ; he and his whole family vrould have been de- 
stroyed ; his duty was to suffer and be silent. That justice, 
which usually dictates a Turkish decision , was banished from 
this worthless country ; everything was injustice, despotism, 
and crime. When a Turk was distressed in circumstances, 
and without the means of procuring any money, he betook 
himself to an infallible resource by going into the first 
Greek shop, and saying to the owner, < Pay me the sum I 
lent you last year.' Frequently, I may say always, the poor 
wretch had never beheld his pretended creditor; but his 
life was in peril if he did not pacify him. If the sum de- 
manded was too large to be immediately procured, the vil- 
lain allowed a few days' delay, accompanying his ultima- 
tum with this hateful, though legal, form of words : ^ If 
the remainder of the sum that I claim is not produced, 
you die;' The numerous instances of similar threats, fol- 
lowed by their speedy execution, left no doubt of his sin- 
cerity, or the ruin of his victim, who submitted, only too 
happy to redeem his life at such a price. In Candia, the 
Greeks were always to be pitied, and the Turks ran not 
the least risk. The Turks had a peculiar satisfaction in 
venting their rage on the Greek Papas. When some of 
these villains met a priest, they took him for their mark, 
and, to tiy their skill, amused themselves with firing at 
him. When their victim fell, the Greeks of the neigh* 
bourhood were obliged to pay an appointed fine to the Aga, 
according to their property, as the price of permission to 
remove the corse." . / 

The following extract from the same author will explain 
the concluding words : 
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*f Tbe Im ^wMeh aipfwtote tiiis *ne is cidkd * The Law 
^ Bioad.* It is enfoimd all over Turk^ey, and its xyfageet is 
to eflkce frctm the meigkbocrvhood the stain of a murder. 
The prodiiee of thjii law^ H it ^can be so ci^ed, beliHigs 
ioifae chief mosques. This law is connected witii anotiier 
usage always carried into practice. When a Ghreek is to be 
h(iing» there is no time fixed for execution, but it takes 
plade on the iBvst convenient spot, and the Greeks of the 
-neighbourhood are obliged to make up a certain sum, which 
asiounts sometimes to several thousand ]^iastres, to be- re- 
lieved at the expiration of three days from the horrid sight 
of a dead body— ^nay, a criminal is often hung over some 
shop-door ; and they prdTer the shops of the grocers, 
liecatise they are the most crowded. The wretched inha- 
bitant is obliged to ^pass and re^pass during tlnree days 
under the feet of a livid corse, and is then obliged to re- 
munerate those who have made him so horrid a present." 

Let me here remlirk, as a proof of the demoralizing 
nature of Mahometanism^ and an antidote to that absurd 
Irbarality which would eulogii^ even the Koran, that the 
Candiot Mussulmans, whom, as well as the Servians, Bos- 
niacs, Albanians, and «ther Sclavonic Mahometans, we 
mroneously call t'urks, 'are mostly of Greek <»rigin, their 
ancestors having apostatized. 



(80) Since these pages were written, the 15Dfd00 tnha- 
bttants of Edinburgh kave subscribed for the Greeks about 
16D/., whi^ makes almost a farthing a piece, and is an 
bonottrable contrast wl^ the million of roubles^ sidb- 
seribed at Odessa, a town of S6,000 Rumans. 

* The paper rouble is now worth about tenpence halfpenny, 
though, as a representative of value, it goes as far as four shillings 
in England ; so that the modern and low-born Odessa really gave 
little mors th^n one thousand times as mach as the ancient Dua 
Edin. 

H 
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This muidfiefence* however, do^ tM»t sMttAo Imb ep^mic ; 
and ity despair of seeifig LondDn redeem its' dbaracter 
jvfjin tliis strange sii^ularitjr, induces me to si^ggetst' a 
SBode !by ¥^Iiich we m^ht ielieve the Qreeks without 
Bnfcscribing a guinea, and gain the cveditof genen>8it]r<to 
a mere act of justide. 

In the will of Henry Smithy of Silver-street^ Londim, 
bearing the date of April 24, 8d of Chades I., MSIT, is 
this bequest : — ^^ I gi^e and bequeath^ for fche use of iUie 
poor cajOives, being stascesvfader the Turkish pimie^,iStRmmk 
of one tfaousaisd pounds, w^hiefa sum oi one tbouaasid p0iniA9 
my will and meaning is, sdiall be iaidfortk, andibestoiwod 
m tbe purchase of lands of {nfaerttsatce^ to the vaiise of 
4to^estore pounds per annuiBi at the least, tbe rents and 
profits wrliereof shall be yearljr paid, asid distributed imtb 
such person and)^ersoiiS9 aafrom time to time shaH hb ap- 
p6ifited tmd fastnisted, for the coUectioii of tke'Chantyrof 
irreH-disposed pertons» with tbe intent that tkejaame, 
any gift, shall continue in ^M^petuity ; and afaall be paid 
«nd delivered at the diredbion ^of my Baideseioiutora, 
and tfaetr heirs, and of tl^ .Mriri^ors of tbem^ and of 
tiie Lord Mdiyotfs and SherMb lef tbe City of licmdonler 
the time being, foir and towards the irelM tf^nd ransom ef 
the said poor captives and slave^i*' 

The unclaimed rents of the lands, purchased according^ 
to the lirotifiions of this bsqnest, watd^^applimtbte^to tbis^Clut- 
tjtable trust, and the diiisidends as they were (rooetsai, 
4bfeing again added to the ^rinci|uil, jaceumnlated till the 
^Asek cmonnted, in 1T72, t6i9Ui82« iss. Thefuntfaer : 
cumulation, wUch wotdd hgr this time baw reached 
enormous sum, was, in 1773, stopp'd by an Act of Par- 
liament, which provided, that the rents and the dividends 
upon the accumulated stock should be divided amongst the 
poor relations of the donor, in every year, in which. no 
application should be made to redeem captives. But so 
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i» tbis-^nciw apptkation et Che money 
eOnsiderM, f bat by tbe Act there is always kept 4r hand 
neariy tme wbele year's incpme to answer the claims^f 
eaptives, in case ^yahould be made ; and it is only on 
none being made before each 5th of April » that the whole 
is then divided amongst the poor relatives. 

Farliament having atready interposed to totally change 
Ibe api^cation ctf' thi» charitable trust, it can hardly be 
tfaeugHt unreasonable, that it should again interfere 
merely lo regelate it, so as to secure a compliance with 
19^ obvious ispirit of the testator's intentions. At the 
same time, I am aware, that by the wording of the will 
the money is not at present legally applicable to what 
I wbuld suggest, the redempticm et the Sciot and Cypriote 
women recently enslaved by the Turks. It has been 
nSrettAy decided that the will does not intend, by Turk- 
ish {Hrates, the Barbary corsairs, who being still nomi- 
itaSly, and at the period of the bequest, actually under 
the dominion of the Sultan, might be so construed; 
for, daring the long period between the 8d of Charles the 
First and Our modem exemptimi from the rapine of the 
Barfiary powers^ it n^ver was applied in that way. The 
difficulty is, legatfy to c^isider the Turkish national fleeta 
as pirates, for I apprehend no one will deny that they ar# 
morally no better, if hot infinitely worse. Our recent eoB<^ 
duct towards the Barbary States shews, that a government 
may, like an individual, be treated as a pirate ; and when 
we consider that the Sciots had not rebelled^ that Sdo had 
a^^tuaHy been bombarded by the Samians for refusing to join 
in their revolt ; that they voluntarily gave information and 
hostages to the Turks ; that, in fact, they were guilty of no- 
thing but helplessness and wealth ; that under these circum- 
stances, out of 120,000 inhabitants, only 300 remain; 
the men having been murdered, and the women and 
children enslaved, with the exception of a few who 
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eiu»pedi l dQ mi ikiak it i» an abu«e of .Uusgnnge fa^cfijl 
such an expedition piratiea]. One of the best reforms 
which has of late years been introduced by the House e£ 
Commonsp is the provision for carrying into effioet tbe.r9al 
meaning of Charitable Trusts* and for no longef letting a 
man's recorded words be made a postbunious weapon for 
defeatiiig his acknowledged intentions. If this aj^icftticm ' 
of the money, should be legalized) the accumulated stock 
9»159/« 15a., and 1)492^* standii^ in the name of the Ac* 
cauntant*General» worth together, at the present price of 
Consols, about 9,Mff/*, might be imipodtatety devoted to 
redeem these unfoi^unates. 

The rents in 1820 amounted to 767/. 5s., of whidi on]^ 
one-'balf is applicable to the relief of slaves under tbe. 
T»rbs, the other half being left by will to the family of 
the testator. Five long leases have fallen in si«^ 192C^ 
when their joint rents amounted to 851/., and some build- 
ing^eases are likely to drc^ in a few years, so that the 
property may perbaps augment in value. Half of these 
rents might be, at all events, annually, employed for the 
same purpose as the accumulated dividends. Tb^ relations 
are already provided for by the will, and have now enjoyed* 
by the indulgence of Parliament, the rents and interest of 
the Ca^ive Fund for just half a^ century. A .sum of tbis 
magnitude to start, with would at least remove the hack- 
neyed otueotiw to trifling sub8criptioi|s^-\fhat will so 
small a sum do ? And as I cannot belieye that the Ek^liab 
public will persist in refusing the Greek patriots that pe- 
cuniary aid» which they showered op spot^ where it was far 
less wanted, it would form a sort of nucleus for a si^b- 
scription. 

(31) <^ The Turks have not bfsenan inundation that at laat 
subsides, and fertilizes what it had overwhdmed, but a fiery 
torrent that devours wherever it settles. Thetf have never 
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tbe Greete' ha^e ner^lt^ that rij^t to ttheh yfMA no* 
power can abrogate, no eompaet annul, and no aof^stFjr 
WMlctti ; wbiA neither the opprass^r eJEin destrof , nor Ike 
oppvened renounce, and which no length of mteaiasidii 
€BXi render obsolete, while • Nature's own law deelarea 
** wdlamMmpm UbertaH ocewrrit** 

' 'i have not alladed to dficte/if Ghreeoe, becaiise,'?^** liberty 
ineKocsS' is poisonowif not healthlii) ; and we Hmgt not 
eonfound spleildonr with happinesB. Ancient Greece wai 
ftftrtUe in great characters, for liiey ever swarm in tunes 
of turbulence and gnilt. When we look thfou^ a vista > 
of two thousand years upon events hmg-: past, tb^ horizon 
may seem to beam with softened spleadour ; but could we 
retrograde to that period, we should rather mrrithe b^sieatk 
intense heat, than gaze on the brilUant light. 

The omvuhdons, which give histcry half its beauty and 
antmation, shed misery on the life of man^ and it is better 
to be ai reader of Athenian btatory than a citizen of 
Athens^ 

The Frmidi Revolutimi is the only parallel to the wild 
aiid guilty ^career of all the Greek Republics \ but the one 
was the parcwysm ot a transient fever, the other a omsti* 
tatibn&l disease; the one the delirium of a moment, the 
other th^' perverted feelings of an entire life. 

Do we wish to see revived the social institutions of Ly- 
ourgus ? To see a legislatcNr struggling to make man joy- 
less and ilfiterate ? To see life stripped of all its innocent 
enjoyments, and every power Of the mind destroyed by a 
moral suicide ? 

It is nptdesurabieto revive the institutions of ancient 
Greece ; it is not even practicable. In order to qualify the 
mass of ciliaens by leisure wid education to be their own 
governors^ we must revive in ita fullest ei^tent the system 
of domestic slavery^" 
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he gaze^ er^rjr day oni^rmiimA kltelieel, tbe vwiws)lMit 
ooneenlnited beiiins> tlmt skine firom ^lierypftgeof tbeir 
f&lkenr; when he bears every day that mvafeal langrii^l^ 
vhjeb Utods swMtoefis. with tmrl^ty of floand^ ejoAxsmm^i 
widi iH^vity^ aad'CpBiprebensivaieM withpiMisioti.; i iMXb^ 
plore him by all their fathers have taught us, by the wrongs 
of ages, and the sufferings of iiiiliiaiis» by <h^ stckneiris of 
hope deferred or cttdappoiiiteii still, t&pify rather than con-> 
denm: may I not amidst the spleadoirr of woNhip auottod 
me, invoke even the name of Him , whose temples have been, 
overthfowit, whose votaries have beea slaughtened f May 
I noty in the very sanctuary of prayer, pray that the God of 
merqr may soon pity the wretched, the God of justice deti« 
ver the oppressed V* 

To explain the tfMasions in this; passage, I must add 
that it was part of a declamation, spoken in the October 
t^rm of 1816, in the chap^ of Trinitjr Cottege^ Camteigde. 
Ah the under-graduates in succession ** declaim^' in pairs, 
on the opposite sides of a subject which is left to their 
choice. I am not silly enough to rest my argument on a 
declamation, necessarily rhetorical and exaggerated. But I 
was perplexed with all the papers that have sobsidied at 
length into this little pamphlet, like the massire materials 
that melt into a pint of scientific soup, or the gigasitie genii, 
who wound himself in wreaths of smoke into a bottle; and 
I was glad to use materials ready hewn to my hand, at the 
risk of their looking like old rubbish to fiH chinks. Fear- 
fully are they altered by these naked lines of pica, from 
what they looked in the sheltering drapery of pothdoks, 
though I have not spared the Procrustean ibarbarity of cur- 
tailing these children of ray youth. 

Arguments should, like vines^ be stript of their foliage, 
till they are all stalk and' fruit, and a pamphlet especially 
must be a knotted stumpy crab cudgel, so I do not jn^etend 



